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Library  leaders  meet  in  Brookhaven 


BROOKHAVEN  (Special)  - 
The  36th  Annual  Mississippi 
Baptist  Church  Library 
Ministry  Conference  was  held 
October  5-6,  at  First  Church, 
Brookhaven.  The  purpose  of 
this  event  was  to  inform, 
inspire  and  train  library  min¬ 
istry  workers  to  become  more 
effective  servants  in  their  local 
church  libraries. 

"Our  local  church  libraries 
offer  vast  resources  that  bene¬ 
fit  all  of  the  ministries  of  the 
church,"  said  Ian  Richardson, 
director  of  communication  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jackson, 
and  coordinator  for  the  confer¬ 
ence.  "Often  the  church  library 
is  underutilized,  so  church 
members  are  encouraged  to 
visit  their  libraries  to  experi¬ 
ence  first-hand  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  is  provided  for  all  age 
groups." 

Training  courses  that  were 
provided  during  the  confer¬ 
ence  included  tracts  for  the 
new  and  experienced  library 
worker.  Among  the  courses 
offered  were: 

—  Sharing  Jesus  Through 
the  Library. 

—  Basic  Administration. 

—  Researching  and  Writing  Your 
Church  History. 

—  Keeping  the  "Stuff." 
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LIBRARY  MINISTRY  LEADERS  -  Officers  for  2007-08  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Library  Ministry 
organization  include  (from  left)  Cathy  Moss,  First  Church,  Natchez,  president;  Cheryl  Swain,  First  Church, 
Madison,  associational  coordinator;  Mary  Jo  Harrison,  First  Church,  Madison,  program  chairman;  Mary 
Jayne  McReynolds,  Star  Church,  Star,  secretary-treasurer;  Brynda  Rendeigrast,  First  Church,  Natchez,  his¬ 
torian;  and  Gene  Fitts,  First  Church,  Corinth,  publicity  chairman.  (Special  photo  courtesy  of  Gene  Fitts) 


BAPTISTS 


Collection  Development.  Program  leaders  for  the  conference 

Introduction  to  the  Dewey  Decimal  included: 

>  and  the  Sears  subject  heading  system.  —  Donna  Ainsworth  of  Magee, 
Developing  Your  Church  Library  retired  school  librarian  and  trainer  for 
Ministry  Team.  Book  Systems,  Inc. 

—  Prevention,  Not  Repair.  —  Kary  Barth  of  McKinney,  Texas, 

regional  manager  for  Kapco  Book 
"Church  Library  Ministry  teams  Protection, 
are  serious  about  touching  lives  —  Mary  Broussard,  library  ministry 
through  library  ministry.  Their  team  leader  at  Hebron  Church,  Denham 
presence  at  this  conference  shows  Springs,  La. 

their  commitment  and  faithfulness  —  Hope  Ferguson,  library  ministry 

to  this  task."  said  Cathy  Moss,  pres-  team  leader  at  First  Cliurch, 

ident  of  the  Mississippi  Church  Natchitoche,  La. 

Library  Ministry  organization  and  —  Sandra  Fitts,  library  ministry 

member  of  First  Church,  Natchez.  team  leader  at  First  Church,  Corinth. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  con-  —  Cheryl  Swain,  library  assistant  at 
ference  was  author  Lori  Copeland,  First  Churcn,  Madison, 
who  began  her  career  in  1985  writ-  —  Peggy  Tacon,  library  ministry  team 
ing  for  the  secular  market,  leader  at  Dauphin  Way  Church,  Mobile,  Al. 
However,  in  1995  Copeland  sensed  —  Marty  Woodall,  library  ministry 

that  God  was  calling  ner  to  use  her  team  leader  at  Shoal  Creek  Church, 

fift  of  writing  to  honor  Him.  To  Deatsville,  Al. 
ate,  she  has  nad  more  that  sixty 

Christian  novels  published.  Future  Church  Library  Ministry  train- 

Church  Library  Ministry  officers  ing  events  include  the  Ministry  From  the 
elected  for  2007-08  were  Cathy  Heart  retreat  on  March  27-29,  at  Camp 
Moss,  president;  Sarah  Rutledge,  Garaywa  in  Clinton,  and  the  Annual 
Calvary  Church,  Bogue  ChitTo,  State  Conference  on  October  3-4,  at  First 
vice-president;  Mary  Jayne  Church,  Madison. 

McReynolds,  Star  Church,  Star,  sec-  Additional  information  about  this 
retary-treasurer;  Mary  Jo  Harrison,  ministry  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
First  Church,  Madison,  program  the  Communication  Services  Department 
chairman;  Brynda  Pendergrast,  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
First  Church,  Natchez,  historian;  Board  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
Gene  Fitts,  First  Church,  Corinth,  0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3378  or  toll- 
publicity  chairman;  and  Cheryl  free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
Swain,  First  Church,  Madison,  378.  E-mail:  jchen0mbcb.org.  Web  site: 
associational  coordinator.  www.mbcb.org. 


Patterson  portrait  posted 


Church,  Clinton, 


Members  of  Morrison 
known  as  "Manean's  Girls; 
theportrahoftnelateMar)<pili  .  JP 
many  years  the  executive  director  of  the  Mtsaissi 
Sunday  School  class  members  raised  the  funds 
lobby  of  fbtlenon  Place  at  Camp  Garaywa.  fette 
bulk  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Oris  in  Action  can 


in  honor  of  FMlenon.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Wfc  all  knew  this  was  coming  — 
except  the  89  Mississippi  leg¬ 
islators  who  voted  after 
Hurricane  Katrina  to  allow  casinos  to 
move  onshore. 

Remember  what  we  were  promised? 
House  Bill  45  would  allow  casinos  to 
move  on  to  land,  but  only  800  strictly -con¬ 
trolled  feet  from  the  waters  of  die  Gulf  on 
which  they  were  situated  before  Katrina. 

Then  we  found  out  House  Bill 
45  contained  a  real  sweetheart 
deal  an  exemption  from  the 
800-feet  rule  for  all  public  ease¬ 
ments  and  rights-of-way,  such 


Running  for  cover 

UThe  Tivoli  site  is  currently  not  zoned  In  light  of  this  latest  power  play 

-  for  gambling  and  is  not  even  eligible  Mississippi  gambling/ political  coi 
ifter  under  the  provisions  of  House  Biff  45,  some  of  the  strongest  legislative 


The  Tivoli  site  is  currently  not  zoned 
for  gambling  and  is  not  even  eligible 
under  the  provisions  of  House  Biff  45, 
but  the  developers  are  pushing  anyway. 

The  result  would  be  to  give  the  Tivoli 
developers  an  unfair  advantage  over 
casinos  already  in  operation  along  die 
Coast  and  open  up  even  more  Gulf  Coast 
land  to  gambling  that  was  not  previous¬ 
ly  zoned  for  that  activity. 

State  Representative  Bobby  Moak  of 
Bogue  Chitto,  chairman  of  the  House 
Gamins  Committee  and  recipient  of  at 


In  light  of  this  latest  power  play  by  the 
Mississippi  gambling/political  complex, 
some  of  the  strongest  legislative  sup¬ 
porters  of  die  original  House  Bill  45  are 
now  expressing  surprise  —  yes,  surprise! 
—  and  running  for  cover. 

“They're  trying  to  cheat  and  come  up 
with  what  they  want,“  said  state 
Representative  Roger  Ishee  of  Gulfport 
in  a  September  zz  article  in  the  bun 
Herald.  Ishee  was  instrumental  in  draft¬ 
ing  and  pushing  House  Bill  45  through 
the  special  legislative  session  in  2005. 

“Tney're  trying  to  stretch  what  we 
passed,*  Ishee  said.  He  also  accused  the 
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800-feet  rule  for  all  public  ease-  least  $27,500  from  gambling  interests  in  “They're  trying  to  stretch  what  we 
ments  and  rights-of-way,  such  this  election  cycle  alone,  apparently  passed,  Ishee  said.  He  also  accused  die 
as  the  four  lanes  of  Highway  90  attempted  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  the  developers  of  trying  to  change  the  rules 
that  hug  the  beach  between  the  Tivoli  project  at  the  request  of  die  develop-  while  the  game  s  going  on,  and 
water  and  dry  land.  era  —  even  though  he  stated  otherwise.  promised  to  surprise  developers  in  an 

That  exemption  of  course  Moak  even  threatened  to  show  up  at  a  upcoming  session  of  the  Legislature  the 
means  the  gambling  halls  can  Biloxi  City  Council  meeting  scheduled  to  same  way  developers  had  surprised  leg- 
move  inland  considerably  farther  consider  the  Tivoli  rezoning  issue.  That  islators  with  the  Tivoli  rezoning, 
than  800  literal  feet.  However,  brought  a  strong  rebuke  from  the  man  It  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  the 
even  that  outrage  pales  beside  who  appointed  him  chairman  of  the  gambling  /political  complex  will  not  rest 
the  mdakfci*  campaign  by  casi-  House  Gaming  Committee,  Speaker  Billy  until  there  are  slot  machines  as  far  north 
no  developers  now  underway  to  McCoy.  “He  is  in  charge  of  legislation,  as  the  Tennessee  state  line.  Their  secret 
m  H.  circumvent  state  law.  not  administration,"  McCoy  said  in  a  ambition  all  along  has  been  to  turn  the 

ia  Throughout  this  past  sum-  September  4  article  in  the  Sun  Herald  entire  state  of  Mississippi  into  a  gam- 

" Jr*  mer,  Biloxi  Capital  LLC  has  newspaper.  bling  haven  that  will  match  their  corn¬ 
er  pressured  the  Biloxi  City  McCoy's  criticism  of  Moak  “would  plete  control  of  the  state  of  Nevada. 

Council  and  mayor  to  approve  seem  to  eliminate  any  legitimate  legisla-  As  an  example,  consider  that 
a  rezoning  of  the  old  Tivoli  hotel  proper-  tive  reason  for  Moak  to  be  poking  Governor  Haley  Barbour  and  a  majority 
ty  to  make  way  for  another  billion-dollar  around  Biloxi  inquiring  about  the  Tivofi  of  the  Mississippi  Legislature  gave  them 
gambling  development.  project,"  the  Sun  Herald  opined.  everything  they  demanded  in  House  Bill 

It  has  become  complicated  and  quite  On  September  19,  the  Biloxi  City  45,  and  it  still  wasn't  enough.  Two  years 
contentious,  but  the  important  summary  Council  caved  to  the  gambling  special  later,  they  want  more.  Much  more, 
point  to  remember  is  that  the  Tivoli  interests  and  voted  4-3  to  approve  the  Look  for  power  plays  like  the  Tivoli 
developers  are  attempting  to  force  the  Tivoli  rezoning.  Biloxi  Mayor  A.J.  project  from  the  gamblers  in  the  future, 
city  to  become  involved  in  redefining  die  Holloway,  himself  an  avid  casino  sup-  and  look  for  pro-gambling  politicians  to 
language  of  House  Bill  45  regarding  the  porter,  was  so  troubled  by  the  political  again  express  surprise  that  the  gamblers 
water  une  from  which  die  TOO- feet  rule  power  play  that  he  vetoed  the  Council's  are  trying  to  get  around  the  law. 

(joke  that  it  is)  brains.  It  all  has  to  do  action.  The  Council  has  not  been  able  to  Problem  is,  they're  always  the  only 
with  rezoning  the  Tivoli  site.  override  Holloway's  veto.  ones  who  are  surprised. 


while  the  game7!  going  on,"  and 
promised  to  surprise  developers  in  an 
upcoming  session  of  the  Legislature  the 
same  way  developers  had  surprised  leg¬ 
islators  with  the  Tivoli  rezoning. 

It  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  the 
gambling /political  complex  will  not  rest 
until  there  are  slot  machines  as  far  north 
as  the  Tennessee  state  line.  Their  secret 
ambition  all  along  has  been  to  turn  the 
entire  state  of  Mississippi  into  a  gam¬ 
bling  haven  that  will  match  their  com¬ 
plete  control  of  the  state  of  Nevada. 

As  an  example,  consider  that 
Governor  Haley  Barbour  and  a  majority 
of  the  Mississippi  Legislature  save  them 
everything  they  demanded  in  House  Bill 
45,  and  it  still  wasn't  enough.  Two  years 
later,  they  want  more.  Mucn  more. 

Look  tor  power  plays  like  the  Tivoli 
project  from  the  gamblers  in  the  future, 
ana  look  for  pro-gambling  politicians  to 


rezomng 


override  Holloway's  veto. 


and  look  tor  pro-gambling  politicians  to 
again  express  surprise  that  the  gamblers 
are  trying  to  get  around  the  law. 

Problem  is,  they're  always  the  only 
ones  who  are  surprised. 


How  legislators  voted  on  land-based  < 
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Breast  cancer/ abortion  link  debate  heats  up 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Ireland  has  the  lowest  rate  of 
breast  cancer  out  of  nine  selected 
European  countries,  and  it  also 
has  the  lowest  rate  of  abortion. 

These  findings  are  part  of  a 
study  that  may  provide  new 
evidence  for  a  connection 
between  abortion  and  breast 
cancer.  It  is  one  of  two  such 
reports  released  in  separate 
medical  journals  in  October, 
which  is  Breast  Cancer 
Awareness  Month. 

"The  South  East  of  England 
has  more  breast  cancer  than 
other  parts  of  the  British  Isles.  It 
also  has  the  highest  abortion 
rate,"  Patrick  Carroll  wrote  in 
the  Journal  of  American 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Carroll,  a  scientist  who 
researches  epidemics,  mapped 
die  trends  of  high  rates  of 
breast  cancer  with  rates  of  abor¬ 
tion  in  nine  different  European 
countries,  including  Scotland, 
Finland,  Denmark,  Ireland,  and 
England,  and  found  the  two  to 
be  correlative.  His  report  was 
published  just  two  days  after 
the  journal  Cancer  Research 
published  its  findings  on  the 
connection  between  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  fetal  cells  in  a  mother's 
blood  stream  and  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  breast  cancer. 

The  fetal  cell  study,  conduct¬ 
ed  at  the  Fred  Hutchinson 
Cancer  Research  Center  in 
Seattle,  was  an  attempt  to 
explain  the  known  effect  ot  child 


bearing  in  reducing  a  woman's 
chances  of  breast  cancer. 

Although  many  are  unaware 
of  the  link  between  a  woman's 
reproductive  history  —  espe¬ 
cially  a  previous  abortion  — 
and  breast  cancer,  it  is  an 
important  risk  factor,  says 
Karen  Malec  of  the  Coalition  on 
Abortion /Breast  Cancer. 

There  is  resistance  among 
some  organizations  that  edu¬ 
cate  women  about  breast  cancer 
to  making  the  connection 
between  abortion  and  die  dis¬ 
ease.  These  include  the 
American  Cancer  Society  and 
Susan  G.  Komen  for  the  Cure. 

Baptist  Press  contacted  the 
Internet  site  breastcancer.org 
but  was  not  granted  an  inter¬ 
view  with  its  president,  Marisa 
Weiss.  The  website  describes 
itself  as  the  "world's  most  traf¬ 
ficked  online  resource  for  med¬ 
ically  reviewed  breast  health 
and  Dreast  cancer  information " 
but  makes  no  mention  of  repro¬ 
ductive  history  as  a  risk  factor. 

Most  of  these  organizations 
cite  a  study  conducted  by  the 
National  Cancer  Institute.  "In 
March  2003,  the  National 
Cancer  Institute's  Board  of 
Scientific  Advisors  and  Board 
of  Scientific  Counselors  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  that  epidemio¬ 
logical  evidence  does  not  sup¬ 
port  any  association  between 
abortion  and  breast  cancer," 
according  to  information  on  the 
Komen  website. 


Church  burned,  again 

JERUSALEM  (BP)  —  Baptist  House,  home  of  the  Narkis 
Street  Baptist  Church  in  Jerusalem,  was  attacked  by  arsonists 
in  the  pre-dawn  hours  of  Oct.  24,  but  quick  action  from 
neighbors  limited  die  damage  to  furnishings  and  windows. 
The  arsonists  broke  into  the  building  and  set  fires  in  three 
places,  Joe  Broom,  business  services  manager  of  the  Baptist 
Convention  in  Israel,  told  the  Israel  Broadcast  Authority.  The 
stone  floor  was  charred  but  not  damaged.  Chairs  were 
burned  and  die  building  suffered  smoke  and  water  damage. 
To  fight  the  fire,  firefighters  had  to  break  various  windows  at 
the  building.  Tne  church  was  burned  to  the  ground  in  1982 
by  anti-missionary  Orthodox  Jewish  militants  and  more 
recently  a  bookstore  in  the  building  was  fi rebombed.  No 
recent  threats  had  been  received,  church  leaders  said.  Police 
have  no  suspects  and  the  arson  may  have  simply  been  the 
work  of  vandals,  investigators  said.  It  appeared  trash  had 


been  brought  in  off  the  street,  placed  under  chairs  and  set 
ablaze  with  an  accelerant.  Extremists  bent  on  destroying  the 
building  likely  would  have  caused  more  damage.  The  Israeli 
office  o?  the  Anti-Defamation  League,  however,  condemned 
the  attack  as  an  "apparent  hate  crime,"  the  Jerusalem  Post 
reported.  "We  urged  authorities  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  protect  all  religious  sites  and  see  that  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  the  crime  are  brought  to  justice,"  the  ADL  said.  The 
attack  certainly  should  not  be  an  occasion  for  anti-Semitism, 
a  former  Southern  Baptist  representative  to  Israel  said.  "This 
was  not  an  act  for  which  either  the  state  of  Israel  or  the 
Jewish  people  are  to  be  judged,"  said  Jim  Sibley,  now  director 
of  five  Pascne  Institute  of  Jewish  Studies  at  Criswell  College 
in  Dallas.  "This  underscores  the  need  for  greater  prayer  tor 
Christians  who  face  opposition  in  the  Middle  East.  Just  last 
week,  a  Baptist  brother  who  managed  the  Bible  shop  in  Gaza 
was  murdered  by  a  Muslim  extremist.  'There  is  real  spiritual 
warfare  going  on  in  die  Middle  East.  It's  not  just  military  and 
political.  While  media  reports  often  focus  on  problems  of 
violence  in  die  Middle  East  there  is  good  news  to  be  found  - 
and  genuine  religious  freedom  would  open  the  door  tor 
more  good  news,  Sibley  said.  "The  good  news  is  that  peace  is 
breaking  out,"  he  said. 


While  most  agree  there  is  a 
link  between  the  first  pregnan¬ 
cy  and  reducing  the  risk  of  can¬ 
cer,  the  independent  link 
between  abortion  and  the  risk 
is  disputed.  Researchers  like 
Carroll  and  activists  like  Malec 
insist  there  is  a  link. 

"This  is  Breast  Cancer 
Awareness  Month,  and  there  is 
no  mention  of  this  issue  on  [my 
opposition's]  websites,"  Malec 
said.  "I  diink  it's  egregious." 

The  correlation  that  is  often 
cited  between  abortion  and 
breast  cancer  exists  in  the 
development  of  breast  tissue 
during  pregnancy.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  stages  of  pregnancy,  hor¬ 
mones  start  the  maturation 
process  of  breast  lobules  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  body  for  breast  feed¬ 
ing,  Malec  told  Baptist  Press. 

^These  lobules  progress 
from  type  one  ...  [to]  type 
tour.  Cmce  they  become  type 
tour,  they  are  permanently 
cancer  resistant,"  Malec  said. 

A  report  produced  by  the 
Breast  Cancer  Prevention 
Institute  also  shows  this  link. 
"Induced  abortion  leaves  a 
woman  with  more  places  for 
breast  cancer  to  start,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  BCPI  report.  "A 
woman  who  has  a  full-term 
pregnancy  decreases  her 
breast  cancer  risk." 

A  woman  who  has  an  abor¬ 
tion  often  has  more  vulnera¬ 
ble,  type  one  breast  tissue 
than  she  did  before  she  got 
pregnant.  A  higher  risk  of 
malignant  growths  results, 
with^95%  of  ill  breast  cancers 
known  to  arise  in  type  one 
lobules.  A  little  bit  of  preg¬ 
nancy  doesn’t  protect  women 
from  cancer,"  Malec  said. 

Induced  abortion  has  a  high¬ 
er  risk  than  spontaneous  abor¬ 
tion  (miscarriage),  according  to 
BCPI,  because  of  the  exposure 
to  pregnancy  hormones.  When 
a  woman  miscarries  because  of 
an  abnormality,  the  hormones 
estrogen  and  progesterone  do 
not  reach  the  same  levels  as  a 
normal  pregnancy,  and  the 
maturation  of  breast  tissue  does 
notprogress,  the  report  said. 

Tne  Cancer  Research  study 
on  fetal  cells  was  looking  for 
another  reason  other  than 
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breast  tissue  maturation  to 
explain  why  child  bearing 
might  be  more  protective. 
During  normal  pregnancy, 
fetal  cells  enter  the  mothers 
bloodstream.  These  cells, 
called  fetal  microchimerism 
(FMc),  stay  in  the  mother's 
peripheral  blood  stream  and 
possibly  could  act  as  watch¬ 
dogs  against  malignant  cells 
in  tne  mother's  body,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Vijayakrishna  Gadi  and 
J.  Lee  Nelson,  the  researchers 
who  conducted  the  study. 

In-depth  looks  into  the  soci¬ 
etal  trends  of  women's  repro¬ 
ductive  habits  and  high  breast 
cancer  rates  can  be  used  as  a 
predictor  across  entire  coun¬ 
tries,  Carroll  said.  He  chose  the 
nine  European  countries  as  case 
studies  because  of  the  compre¬ 
hensive  data  available  on  abor¬ 
tion  incidence.  He  looked  at 
seven  different  risk  factors, 
including  hormonal  contracep¬ 
tives  and  a  low  age  at  first 
birth,  that  might  be  used  to 
determine  breast  cancer  rates. 

Carroll  concluded  the  best 
predictor  for  breast  cancer  is 
induced  abortion.  He  also 
observed  certain  trends  among 
social  classes  and  found  breast 
cancer  to  be  more  common  in 
upper-class  women  who  may 
be  busy  pursuing  their  careers 
and  college  degrees,  and 
choose  abortion. 

"Higher-class  women  have 
a  later  age  at  first  birth  and 
consequently  higher-class 
women  have  nulliparous 
[never  giving  birth]  abortions, 
which  are  more  carcinogenic," 
the  study  said. 

Reducing  the  risk  of  breast 
cancer  is  possible  even  if  a 
woman  has  had  an  induced 
abortion,  according  to  BCPI. 
"There  is  some  data  to  suggest 
that  the  sooner  a  woman 
delivers  and  nurses  a  child 
after  having  had  a  prior 
induced  abortion,  the  smaller 
the  risk  increase  from  the 
abortion,"  the  BCPI  report 
said.  Having  babies  earlier  in 
life,  breast  feeding  those 
babies,  maintaining  a  healthy 
weight  and  not  smoking  are 
ways  to  reduce  risk  for  breast 
cancer,  according  to  BCPI. 


buck 


A  group  of  five  deaf  Mississippi  Baptists  from  Woodland  Hills 
Church,  Jackson,  travel  to  Venezuela  to  help  strengthen  deaf  missions 
in  that  South  American  country. 


Trustees  of  Mercer  University  in  Atlanta  take  a  solid  stand  in  sup¬ 
port  of  President  R.  Kirby  Godsey  in  response  to  a  Marietta  layman 
who  accused  Godsey  of  "immoral"  acts  on  campus  and  alleged  that 
Godsey  was  a  "universalist." 


First  Church,  West  Point,  adopts  a  comprehensive  budget  of 
$88,000  for  the  1957-58  church  year,  with  46%  of  the  budget  allocated 
to  the  Cooperative  Program. 
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The  Baptist  Record 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

imply  share  the  following  prayer 
rim  Cod  in  your  own  worm: 


Si 

wit 


1.  Lord  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fetus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


Pray  About  It 

Prayer  is  a  powerful  spiri¬ 
tual  force  in  the  life  of  a 
believer.  It  makes  a  difference 
in  the  individual.  It  reshapes 
not  only  the  circumstances 
around  us  but  also  our  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  circum¬ 
stances.  It  is  an  open  gate  to 
the  heart  of  God,  and  it  is  an 
invitation  for  God  to  enter 
and  bless.  Jesus  believed  in 
prayer,  He  understood 
prayer.  He  taught  prayer  and 
above  all.  He  prayed. 

Our  youngest  grandchild  is 
only  three  but  he  is  learning 
about  prayer.  Coleman  was  in 
the  first  months  of  his  educa¬ 
tional  development  process 
and  attending  kindergarten 
three  mornings  a  week.  He 
was  learning  things  about  fin¬ 
ger  painting,  shapes,  and 
socializing  with  his  three-year 
old  peer  group.  When  his 
mama  picked  him  up  from 
school,  the  teacher  informed 
her  that  there  had  been  some 
disturbance  in  class  that  day 
and  some  of  the  students  had 
not  been  particularly  nice  to 
each  other.  As  a  result, 
Coleman  and  some  of  his 
friends  got  to  experience 
timeout  at  school. 

When  they  got  in  the  car  to 
go  home,  Coleman's  mama 
began  to  talk  with  him  about 
what  had  happened  at  school. 
He  readily  admitted  that  he 
had  gotten  in  trouble  and  had 
not  Men  as  nice  as  he  should 
have  been.  She  expressed  her 
disappointment  to  him  and 
told  him  that  it  made  mama 
and  daddy  so  sad  when  he 
acted  that  way.  She  also 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


explained  to  him  that  God  did 
not  want  him  to  be  ugly  to  his 
friends.  Coleman  was  sitting 
in  the  backseat  strapped  in 
his  car  seat  and  ne  said, 
"Mama,  do  you  think  we 
need  to  pray  about  this?" 
Immediately  nis  mama  recog¬ 
nized  that  he  might  be  a  little 
bit  manipulative  and  has 
already  learned  that  prayer 
may  get  him  out  of  his  diffi¬ 
cult  situation.  At  the  same 
time,  she  understood  the 
importance  of  helping  him 
understand  that  prayer  is 
important.  It  does  help  and  it 
does  make  a  difference  in  our 
lives.  So  there  in  the  car,  they 
paused  for  a  moment,  prayed, 
and  asked  God  to  help  him  to 
be  nice  to  his  friends  and  treat 
them  as  God  would  want  him 
to  treat  them. 

It  was  noontime  and  they 
had  planned  to  meet  another 
mother  who  had  a  child  about 
Coleman's  age  for  lunch. 
They  went  on  to  the  engage¬ 
ment.  They  met,  ate,  played, 
and  then  got  in  the  car  to  go 
home.  Buckled  in  and  back  on 
the  road,  Coleman  piped  up 
and  made  the  observation, 
"Mama,  I  think  it  worked!" 
He  was  talking  about  the  time 
of  prayer,  ana  he  pointed  out 


that  he  had  been  nice  to  his 
little  friend.  It  was  just  a  small 
instance  in  the  life  of  a  little 
child,  but  I  wonder  how 
many  times  God  looks  at  His 
older  children  that  are  grown 
up  and  maybe  have  forgotten 
life's  early  and  wonderful 
lessons  that  prayer  does  make 
a  difference.  It  works. 

When  Jesus'  disciples  came 
to  Him  and  requested  that  He 
teach  them  about  prayer,  He 
handed  to  them  and  to  us  a 
wonderful  model  for  prayer. 
Far  more  than  just  words  to  be 
repeated.  He  gave  to  us  nugget 
after  nugget  helping  us  to 
understand  and  embrace  the 
wonder  of  prayer.  He  wanted 
them  to  understand  that  God 
presides  over  us.  You  remem¬ 
ber  what  He  said,  "Our  Father 
in  heaven,  hallowed  be  your 
name,  your  kingdom  come, 
your  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven"  (Matt.6:9-10).  The 
more  we  know  about  prayer 
and  the  more  we  spend  time  in 
prayer  the  more  we  understand 
that  God  is  God.  He  is  holy,  He 
is  above.  He  is  different,  and 
He  is  God  Almighty.  He  pre¬ 
sides  over  the  affairs  of  people. 
Regardless  of  how  monumen¬ 
tal  and  significant  a  thing  may 
seem  or  how  small  and  inciden¬ 


tal  it  may  seem.  He  is  still  God 
and  He  does  care  about  the  way 
we  treat  our  friends. 

Jesus  also  taught  us  in 
prayer  that  God  provides. 
^Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread."  Do  you  get  hungry 
every  day?  Most  of  us  do.  In 
fact,  we  get  hungry  several 
times  a  clay.  Over  and  over, 
God  so  graciously  provides 
for  us.  While  there  are  people 
around  the  world  ana  even 
folks  not  far  removed  from  us 
who  wonder  where  their  next 
meal  will  come  from,  most  of 
us  struggle  with  the  fact  that 
we  have  too  much  to  eat  and 
often  over-indulge.  The  food 
is  good  and  Goa  has  blessed 
us  abundantly. 

One  other  thought  that 
comes  from  the  instructions  of 
Jesus  about  praying  is  that 
God  guides.  Remember  in  the 
prayer  that  He  says,  "Lead  us." 
Stop  and  mediate  on  what  Jesus 
asks  us  to  ask  God.  We  are  to 
ask  God  to  lead  us.  There  prob¬ 
ably  is  not  a  day  that  passes  that 
you  do  not  come  to  some  cross¬ 
roads  moment  of  decision  that 
this  request  is  not  needed.  Lead 
us  in  what  we  are  about  to  do. 
Lead  us  in  die  relationships  that 
we  have.  Lead  us  in  our  work. 
Lead  us  in  our  families.  Lead  us 
to  honor  your  name. 

Take  time  today  to  pray. 
Take  time  at  the  close  of  the 
day  to  reflect  on  the  wonder¬ 
ful  truth  that  Coleman  dis¬ 
covered,  "Mama,  I  think  it 
worked!"  Prayer  will  make  a 
difference  in  your  life. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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.for  every  phase  of  a  woman's  life, 
Baptist  is  the  trusted  name 
in  women's  health. 

800.948.6262  •  wwwmbhs.org 

Listen  to  the  regular  Womens  Health  Inside  Out  podcast  at 
www.mbhs.org/insideout  or  subscribe  for  free  on  iTunes 


glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 

Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . _ 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  Jackson, 

(877)  477-1899. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  8  Al  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
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to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
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state.  3.9  in  state.  Ask  about  rates  as  low 
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condo  nightly  rental.  Like  home,  all  new 
furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps,  breath¬ 
taking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets.  Call  (888) 
879-0388  or  Bucmom71  Saol.com. 
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Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
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Trooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


House  bill  offers  problems  for  religious  institutions 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  U  S.  House  of 
Representatives  is  expected  to  vote  in  the  coming 
days  on  the  Employment  Non-Discrimination  Act 
(ENDA),  a  bill  opponents  say  could  have  a  dramat¬ 
ic  impact  on  religious  freedoms  by  forcing  Christian 
businesses  and  organizations  to  hire  homosexuals. 

Known  as  H.R.  3685,  the  bill  will  be  debated  one 
month  after  another  piece  of  legislation  related  to 
homosexuality,  the  nate  crimes  bill,  passed  the 
Senate  as  part  of  the  defense  authorization  bill.  That 
latter  bill  currently  is  being  reviewed  by  a  joint  con¬ 
ference  between  tne  Senate  and  House,  which  had 
passed  a  hate  crimes  bill  as  a  stand-alone  bill. 

Baptist  Press  (BP)  spoke  on  Oct.  23  with  Mike 
Johnson,  an  attorney  with  the  Alliance  Defense 
Fund  (ADF),  about  both  bills  and  why  his  organiza¬ 
tion  is  opposing  them.  ADF  is  a  Christian  legal 
organization  that  defends  religious  liberties. 
Following  is  the  transcript: 

BP:  Why  should  Christians  oppose  ENDA?  After  all, 
supporters  say  it's  simply  about  protecting  individual 
rights. 

JOHNSON:  It's  a  dangerous  and  blatantly  uncon¬ 
stitutional  bill.  As  [ADF  President]  Alan  Sears  said, 
it  pits  the  government  directly  against  the  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  religion.  That's  a  problem,  because  you're 
placing  sexual  behaviors  and  preferences  above  the 
constitutional  rights  of  employers. 

BP:  Supporters  say  the  legislation  has  an  exemption 
for  religious  organizations.  Is  it 
is? 


as  broad  as  they  say  it 


camps,  pro-family  advocacy  groups,  faith-based 
soup  kitchens  ana  Bible  bookstores  —  the  exemp¬ 
tion  is  not  going  to  cover  them. 


JOHNSON:  It's  our  contention  that  it's  not  a  true 
exemption  because  it's  so  very  limited.  If  you  look 
at  it  closely,  only  churches  —  essentially  pastors  — 
would  be  exempt  under  the  current  provisions.  And 
every  other  faith-based  organization  will  thereby 
will  be  discriminated  against  under  the  bill.  So, 
you're  looking  at  Christian  schools,  Christian 


BP:  Even  if  the  bill  did  have  enough  exemptions  for 
religious  organizations,  conservatives  UKtuld  still  have 
concerns,  wouldn't  they? 

JOHNSON:  Of  course.  All  of  this  legislation  flies 
right  in  the  face  of  free  speech  and  the  free  exercise 
of  religion.  This  is  one  more  effort  to  silence  people 
of  faitn.  So,  you  have  the  rights  of  free  association 
and  religious  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  conscience 
—  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  Constitution  --  being 
undermined  by  these  laws. 

BP:  How  does  the  hate  crimes  bill  impact  religious 
freedom,  when  supporters  of  the  bill  say  it's  simply 
about  protecting  people  from  violent  crime  ? 

JOHNSON:  First  of  all,  there  are  no  love'  crimes 
when  it  comes  to  violent  crime.  All  of  those  are  hate 
crimes.  The  problem  is  that,  if  the  bill  becomes  law, 
citizens  are  going  to  be  subject  to  criminal  prosecu¬ 
tion  —  not  just  for  what  they  do  but  for  wnat  they 
think  and  feel  and  believe. 

The  bill  is  unnecessary,  because  you've  got  feder¬ 
al  and  state  laws  already  in  place  to  punish  people 
who  commit  violent  crimes,  and  they've  served  us 
well.  If  the  legislation  becomes  law,  tnen  you've  got 
this  two-tiered  discriminatory  criminal  justice  sys¬ 
tem.  All  violent  crimes  deserve  equal  justice  under 
the  law. 

The  ultimate  problem  is  that  it  opens  the  door  for 
censorship  and  the  prosecution  of  religious  beliefs. 
That's  the  primary  concern.  That's  how  those  laws 
have  been  used  in  other  countries.  These  are  not  even 
hypotheticals  any  longer.  We  can  look  to  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  other  nations  to  see  that  it's  certain  to  follow. 
Hate  crimes  laws  are  just  an  effort  to  enforce  the  ortho¬ 
doxy  of  political  correctness,  and  it  curtails  the  free¬ 
dom  of  speech,  and  usually  that's  religious  speech. 


BP:  Give  an  example  of  hou'  this  could  impact  the 
preaching  about  orthodox  beliefs  of  homosexuality. 

JOHNSON:  ADF  was  involved  in  the  now-famous 
case  of  [pastor]  Ake  Green  in  Sweden.  He  was  crim¬ 
inally  tried  and  convicted  for  preaching  what  the 
Bible  said  about  homosexuality  from  his  own  pulpit, 
within  the  safe  walls  of  his  own  church  —  or  so  he 
thought.  And  he  was  convicted,  and  we  had  to  take 
it  all  the  way  to  the  Swedish  Supreme  Court. 

Ultimately  he  was  acquitted,  out  that's  the  kind  of 
thing  that  it  leads  to.  It  opens  the  door  for  the  restric¬ 
tion  of  thought  and  for  the  prosecution  of  those  who 
adhere  to  traditional  values  and  biblical  beliefs. 


BP:  Would  you  say  there  are  some  good-intentioned 
in  Congress  who  are  supporting  these  bills  who  don ' 
the  negative  impact  it  could  have  on  religious  freedom? 


'**"]*' 
t  realize 


JOHNSON:  I'm  sure  that's  true.  On  its  surface,  it 
sounds  like  a  good  idea  to  many  people.  Who 
would  be  for  hate  crimes?  But  you  nave  to  look 
beneath  the  surface  at  what  the  effect  of  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be.  In  Canada  and  France,  people  have  been 
finea  for  publicly  criticizing  homosexuality. 

BP:  Are  we  dealing  here  with  a  slippery  slope,  where 
these  bills  could  lead  to  various  court  interpretations  and 
perhaps  even  to  UKirse  bills  down  the  road ? 

JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  If  you  open  this 
Pandora's  Box,  then  it's  going  to  be  very  difficult  to 
stop  it,  and  that's  what  we've  seen  in  these  other 
countries  —  it's  always  something  small  that  leads 
to  something  more,  and  it  desensitizes  the  public 
and  is  a  direct  threat  to  religious  liberty. 


Editor's  note:  The  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  has 
announced  opposition  to  this  bill  and  requested 
Southern  Baptists  contact  Congressmen  and  Senators. 
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with  a  reception  recogniz¬ 
ing  her  60  years  as  church 
organist  Sept.  23.  Shown 
are  Schilling,  left,  with  her 
daughters  Kim  and  Wanda. 
Barry  Ward,  pastor. 

5.  Calvary  Church,  Green¬ 
wood,  ordained  Billy 
Stubbs  and  Roy  Smith  as 
.23.  Shown 
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1.  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
ordained  five  deacons  Sept. 
30.  Shown  are  pastor  Barry 
C.  Corbett,  Marie  Hartnett 
Luther  Burrell,  Bobby 
Crowe,  Greg  Quillin,  ana 
Steven  Rutledge. 

2.  The  Mission  Friends  of 
Indian  Springs  Church, 
Jones  Association,  recently 
donated  baby  care  items  to 
the  Crisis  Pregnancy 
Center,  Laurel.  Shown  is 
Kate  Smith  helping  deliver 
the  items. 

3.  Park  Haven  Church, 
Laurel,  recently  presented 
a  certificate  for  two  years 
perfect  Sunday  School 
attendance  to  Jim  Leggett. 
Shown  are  Betty  Reynolds, 
Leggett,  Billie  Ishee,  and 
pastor  Steven  Holifield. 

4.  First  Church,  Magnolia, 


5.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Calvary  Church,  Greenwood 


Kimbrough, 
Susan  Smith. 

6.  Williams ville  Church, 

Williams  ville,  recognized 
deacons  Emmit  Skeen  and 
Bob  Arnett  for  their  service. 
Shown  are  Sue  Skeen, 
Skeen,  Mavis  Arnett,  Arnett 
and  pastor  Junior  Davis. 

7.  Mt  Gilead  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  ordained  Grady  Yeager 
as  deacon  Sept  23.  Shown 
are  Jennifer  Yeager,  Yeaget 
and  pastor  Gilbert  Eaves. 

8.  The  BALL  (Be  Active  and 
Live  Longer)  senior  adult 
group  of  Friendship 
Church,  McComb,  visited 
the  Old  Country  Store, 
Lorman,  Oct.  9.  Shown  are 
die  participants. 

9.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  is  hosting  a  commu¬ 
nity  singing  with  the  Danny 
Smith  Singers  Nov.  20, 6  pm. 

10.  Highland  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  will  host  author  Lisa 
Harper  and  singer-song- 
writer  Kim  Hill  at  A  Nignt 
of  Real  Christmas  Nov.  11^  5 

p.m.  Free  admission. 
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7.  Yeager  ordained  as  deacon,  ML  Gilead  Church,  Meridian 
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11.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Antioch  Church,  Brandon 


12.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Macedonia  Church,  Fetal 


13.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Tangipahoa  Church,  Summit 


14.  Deacon  Ordination,  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale 


19.  Deacon  Ordination, 
First  Church,  Charleston 


recently  ordained  Greg 
Thornton  and  Mark  Russell 
as  deacons.  Shown  are 
Donnie  Stuart,  Thornton, 
Russell,  and  Gayden  Harrell. 

12.  Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 
ordained  Forrest  Shows 
and  Harry  Harrington  as 
deacons  Oct.  7.  Shown  are 

Eastor  Jerry  Doggett, 
[arrington,  Shows,  and 
Jimmie  Garrard. 

13.  Tangipahoa  Church,  Sum¬ 
mit,  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  Aug.  12.  Shown,  from 
left,  are  Glenn  Matthews, 
Robert  Cocke rham, 


Carruth,  and  Richard  Woods. 

14.  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarks¬ 
dale,  ordained  Jeff  Williams 
as  deacon  Sept.  23.  Shown  are 
Susan  Williams,  Williams, 
and  pastor  Jim  Collier. 

15.  The  Sallis  Church,  Sallis, 
drama  team  recently  pre¬ 
sented  a  program  at  tneir 
home  church  Sept.  30  The 
group  uses  puppets,  dowel 
rods,  sign  language,  pan¬ 
tomime,  songs  and  skits  for 
their  presentations.  Shown 
is  the  team. 

16.  The  wMu  of  Diamondhead 
Church,  Diamondhead, 
celebrated  the  beginning  of 
a  new  year  with  a  tea  hon¬ 
oring  Gwen  Williams  Sept. 
15.  Shown  are  Williams  and 
the  participants. 

17.  Chris  Holzinger,  a  member 
of  Baxtervflle  Church, 
Lumberton,  recently 
returned  from  a  mission 
trip  to  Peru.  Shown  is 
Holzinger  leading  worship. 

18.  Bradford  Chapel  Church, 
Calhoun  Association,  recent¬ 
ly  doubled  their  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions  goal  of 
$1200.  Shown  are  Natalie 
James,  Darlene  Denton  and 
Julia  Bingham. 

19.  First  Church,  Charleston, 
ordained  Ron  Hames  and 
Roy  Shook  as  deacons  Oct.  14. 
Shown  front  are  Hames, 
Jennifer  Hames,  Shook,  and 
Carolyn  Shook.  John  Price, 
(rear,  center),  pastor. 
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15.  Drama  Team,  Sallis  Church,  Sallis 


16.  Gwen  WHKams  honored,  Diamondhead  Church,  Diamondhead 


17.  Feru  Mission  Trip,  BaxterviNe  Church,  Lumberton 
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20.  Baptist  College  Day,  New  Home  Church,  Fulton 
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Clue:  V  -  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Proverbs  One:  Seven. 


BAPTISTS 


20.  New  Home  Church, 

Fulton,  held  a  Baptist 
College  Day  recently. 

Shown  are  pastor  Michael 
Warren,  ana  students  Jay 
Nanney  and  Maurice  Sing. 

21.  First  Church,  Cleveland, 
honored  Charles  Boyles, 
Erin  White,  and  Gina 
Gillespie  for  one  year  of 
perfect  Sunday  School 
attendance  Oct.  14. 
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First  Church,  Cleveland 


22.  The  GAs  and  RAs  of  ML 
Horeb  Church,  Collins, 
raised  $1200  in  a  walk-a-thon 
Oct.  14  for  World  Hunger 
Relief.  Twenty-five  partici¬ 
pants  walked  five  miles  to 
complete  die  project. 

23.  Dumas  Church,  Dumas, 
ordained  Richie  Hatcher  to 
the  ministry  Sept.  30.  He  is 
currently  serving  as  pastor 
of  Old  Oak  Grove  Cnurch, 
Myrtle.  Shown  are  pastor 
Scott  Hudson,  Roy  Bostick, 
Hatcher,  and  Jerry  Lowery. 

24.  Williamsville  Church, 
Williamsville,  ordained 
Mickey  Russell,  Jr.,  and 
Kenneth  Quick  as  deacons 
Sept.  9.  They  are  shown 


22.  RAs  and  GAs  walk-a-thon,  ML  Horeb  Church,  Collins 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 


25.  Twenty-three  youth  and 

three  adults  from  Neshoba 
Church,  Neshoba 

Association,  attended 
Centrifuge  at  Union 
University,  Jackson,  Tenn., 
this  summer.  Eight  accept¬ 
ed  Christ  as  savior,  and  one 
surrendered  to  missions. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

26.  The  Jones  County  Mission 
Friends  held  their  annual 
Mission  Friends  Day  at 
Indian  Springs  Church, 
Laurel.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  participants. 


Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates 

For  references  and  more  W>lKnrtnn 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  IM1I  ASSOCMlBS 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  AMaJ  W 
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4.  Students  study  in  Spain,  WCC 


September  23  entitled 
Connecting  the  Dots: 
Literary  Discussion  Across 
the  Great  Divide  which 
reflected  on  her  belief  that 
free  and  open  discussions 
of  literary  texts  fosters 
thoughtful  reflection,  tol¬ 
erance,  and  creativity. 

6.  Five  William  Carey 
University  nursing  stu¬ 
dents  received  $6,000  RN 
Teaching  Stipends  from 
the  Mississippi  Nursing 
Educators  Foundation's 
Nurses  Touch  Lives  car 
tag  program.  The  stu¬ 
dents  were  among  5,498 
nurses  who  paid  $31 
extra  for  their  car  tags. 


Nurses  receiving  sti¬ 
pends  from  Carey  are 
Mary  Hays  and  Kelly 
Williamson  of  Hatties¬ 
burg,  Jill  Olsen  of 
Gautier,  Sandra  Thomas 
of  Chunky,  and  Andrea 
Walker  of  Gulfport. 

7.  William  Carey  University 

Office  of  Admissions  will 
host  Sader  Tours 
November  9  from  9  a.m. 
until  1  p.m.  for  interested 
students  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 
Students  interested  in 
Sader  Tours  can  call  (800) 
962-5991,  ext.  103.  No 
reservations  are  required 
for  the  Nov.  9  tour. 


more  information  contact 
Lynn  Singletary  at  lynn.sin- 
gletaryWwmcarey.edu  or 
(228)  313-5518. 


Wiliam  Carey  University 
students  can  now  study  at 
the  Texas  Tech  University 
Center  in  Seville,  Spain. 
Under  a  recent  agreement, 
WCU  became  a  consortium 
member  of  the  Center  where 
three  WCU  students  have 
registered  for  die  Spring 
2006  term.  Micah  Bums  of 
Pace,  Fla;  Jerrel  Miller  of 
McComb;  and  Rebecca  Use 
of  Watson,  La.  are  pictured 
here  with  G.  Douglas  Inglis, 
director  of  the  Texas  Tech 
University  Center  in  Seville, 
Spain  were  the  Carey  stu¬ 
dents  will  attend  classes  in 
die  Spring  2008. 


5. 


Barbara  Holland,  assistant 
professor  of  English  in  the 
Department  of  Language 
ana  Literature  at  Blue 
Mountain  College,  was 
selected  as  the  College's 
2007  Humanities  Teacher 
Award 
recipient. 

Holland, 
who  joined 
the  Blue 
Mountain 
College  fac¬ 
ulty  in 

2006,  pre¬ 
sented  a 
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5.  Holland 


1.  Moses  die  Laws 


12- 


rgiver,  a 
ft.  tall,  2,700  lb.  bronze 
sculpture  by  Mississippi 
College  art  professor 
Samuel  L.  Gore,  was 
mounted  on  a  classroom 
building  at  the  MC  School 
of  Law  Oct.  12.  The 
bronze  was  officially 
unveiled  Oct.  24.  The 
work  is  the  largest  of 
Gore's  career.  Shown  is 
Gore  with  the  sculpture. 

2.  Mississippi  College  pre¬ 
sented  the  Ernest  Pinson 
Memorial  Scholarship  to 
Kevin  Nelson,  Jackson  and 
Charles  Yates,  Raymond. 

3.  William  Carey  University 
will  offer  a  unique,  hands- 


on  field  lab  course  during 
the  new  J-Term  which  will 
begin  Jan.  2,  2008.  Itopical 
Field  Biology  (BIO  4900)  is 
a  4  credit  hour  class  mat 
will  be  taught  in 
Guatemala's  Rio  Dulce  and 
Lake  Izabel  watershed 
January  2  through  9. 
Students  will  explore  the 
tropical  ecology  of 
Guatemala  while  visiting 
lush  rainforests,  rolling 
rivers,  mysterious  caves 
and  beautiful  wildlife. 
Space  is  only  available  for 
20  students,  and  first  pref¬ 
erence  is  given  to  WCu  stu¬ 
dents.  The  course  is 
designed  for  science 
majors,  but  is  open  to  non¬ 
science  majors,  especially 
education  majors.  Non- 
Carey  students  interested 
in  the  course  can  contact 
the  WCU  admissions 
department  at  (601)  318- 
6103  to  find  out  how  to 
enroll  as  a  non-degree  seek¬ 
ing  student  and  to  find  out 
if  the  course  will  transfer. 
Passports  and  current  vac¬ 
cina  Sons  are  required.  For 
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First  Church,  Fannin:  Revival,  Nov.  4-7;  Sun.,  LeMoyne  Blvd.  Church,  Biloxi:  Revival,  Nov.  5, 
8:30  and  10:50  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  12,  19,  and  26,  6:15  p.m.;  John  Turner,  Robbie 

supper  5:30-6:30  p.m.;  Bill  Patterson,  speaker;  Howard,  and  Chuck  Register,  speakers;  Justin 
Curtis  Carter,  music.  Belew,  concert,  Nov.  12. 
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1.  DeSoto  Church,  DeSoto,  has  called  Keith 
Tankers  ley  as  pastor.  He  comes  with  his  wife  Tina 
and  children  Carolyn,  Brandon,  and  Cameron. 

2.  Tommy  Winders,  formerly  of  First  Church, 
Fulton,  became  pastor  of  Carrollton  Church, 
Carrollton,  Al.,  on  July  29.  He  can  be  reached  at 
(205)  367-8424. 


3.  New  Henleyfield  Church,  Carriere,  has  called  Drew 
Dabbs  as  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Emily. 


2.  Winders 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson:  Revival,  Nov.  11-14; 

Sun.,  10:45  a.m.;  nightly,  6:45  p.m.;  Ray  Cummings, 
speaker;  Joseph  Oster,  music;  Tom  McCormick,  pastor. 

Salem  Church,  Philadelphia:  Revival,  Nov.  11  -  14; 

Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.,  Curt  Pace,  speaker; 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music;  Duaine  P.  Morgan,  pastor. 

Fairvtav  Church,  Indianola:  Homecoming,  Nov. 

18;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch. 

Plainway  Church,  Laurel:  Revival,  Nov.  11  -  14; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Hardy  Denham,  speaker; 
Currie  Page,  music;  Nonnie  Jefcoat,  pastor. 

Phillipston  Church,  Sidon:  Revival,  Nov.  9-11; 
Sun.,  concert,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  nightly,  7  p.m.; 
C.C.  Bums,  speaker  and  music;  George  Mims,  pastor. 

Galilee  Church,  Rankin  Association:  Revival, 
Nov.  4-7;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.,  7:30  p.m. 
with  guest  Barbie  Bassett;  Tues.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Curtis 
Herrington,  speaker;  Hosanna,  music. 

First  Bellevue  Church,  Hattiesburg:  Homecoming, 

Nov.  4;  services  10:15  a.m.,  followed  by  potluck  luncn; 
Ross  Patterson,  speaker;  Troy  Carter,  music. 

North  Columbia  Church,  Columbia:  Revival, 
Nov.  4-7;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  P-m.;  Don  Taylor,  speaker;  Price  Harris,  music; 
Mike  Grenn,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Lauderdale:  Homecoming,  Nov.  11; 

Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  covered  dish  lunch;  Ryan  Culpepper,  speaker  and 
pastor;  Tom  Harrison,  music. 

First  Church,  Nicholson:  44th  Santa  Rosa  Church 
reunion,  Nov.  11,  12:30  p.m.  Bring  picnic  hinch. 


27.  The  Brotherhood  of 
DeSoto  Church,  Shubuta, 
recently  donated  $200  to 
the  DeSoto  Fire 
Department.  Shown  is 
Dick  Younger,  left,  pre- 


Steve  Class 


Stepping  Stone  Church, 
Port  Gibson,  met  and  dou¬ 
bled  its  goal  of  $1000  for  the 


September.  Shown  is  pastor 
Mark  Dearman  wearing  the 
commemorative  hat. 

29.  Members  from  New  Liberty 

Church,  Branch,  joined 
efforts  with  LeMoyne 
Boulevard  Church, 

D'Iberville,  in  rebuilding 
homes  and  lives  on  the  Gulf 
Coast.  Shown  are  some  of 
die  participants. 

30.  Easthaven  Church, 
Brookhaven,  recently 
ordained  Mike  Famham 
as  deacon.  Shown,  front, 
are  DeeDee  Famham, 
Farnham,  and  pastor 
Danny  Singleton. 

31.  Bethel  Church,  Hazle- 

hurst,  recognized  and 
honored  Christine 

Hemphill  Oct.  14  upon 
her  retirement  after  serv¬ 
ing  16  years  as  church 
treasurer.  Shown  are 
Hemphill  and  pastor  Del 
Gann. 


32.  Deacon  Ordination,  Jericho  Church,  G untown 


32.  Jericho  Church, 

Guntown,  ordained  Billy 
Roberts  as  deacon  Sept. 
23.  Shown  are  pastor 
Marvin  Robbins,  Roberts, 
and  Karen  Roberts. 


33.  Sylvaiena  Church,  Wesson, 
ordained  Travis  Walker  Oct. 
15.  Shown  are  pastor  Stuart 
Givens,  Walker,  and  Diane 
Walker. 


34.  Members  of  the  Lakeshore 
Church,  Jackson,  Ladies 
Prayer  and  Praise  wrapped 
boxes  to  be  used  to  send 
items  for  this  year's 
Operation  Christmas 
Cnild.  Shown,  from  left, 
are  Ann  Broom,  Bobbie 
Harris,  and  Fay  Barlow, 
with  other  members. 


29.  Missions  Project  New  Liberty  Church,  Branch 


33.  Ordination,  Slyvarena  Church,  Wesson 


35.  First  Church,  Marion,  is 
hosting  a  fall  festival  Nov. 
3, 1-6  p.m.,  with  food  and 
concessions,  auction, 

fames,  activities,  inflata- 
les,  and  other  events. 
BBQ  plates,  $5.  For  more 
information,  call  (601) 
485-9503. 


36.  Fernwood  Church, 
Fernwood,  is  hosting  a 
Thanksgiving  /  Christmas 
banquet  Nov.  10,  6  p.m. 
Free.  The  church  is  also 
hosting  a  children's  movie 
evening,  Nov.  16,  6  p.m. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Seeking  Your  Father's  Approval 

Matthew  6:1-18 


By  Alice  Smith 


Who  do  you  dunk  would  be 
most  likely  to  hear  God  say, 
"Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant?"  What  would  it  take 
for  God  to  say  that  to  me?  This 
lesson  will  answer  both  of  these 
questions.  It  has  to  do  with  the 
''heart,"  a  heart  like  His. 

In  6:1-18,  Jesus  looked  at  the 
way  die  people  were  expressing 
their  devotion  to  God  through 
die  practices  of  charitable  giv¬ 
ing,  prayer,  and  fasting.  These 
are  afl  significant  and  meaning¬ 
ful  expressions  of  authentic  reli¬ 
gion.  Let  us  see  what  Jesus  has 
to  say  about  our  offerings  of 
worship  in  these  forms. 

In  1-4,  as  we  look  at  die  prac¬ 
tice  of  "Giving,"  Jesus  makes  it 
clear  that  Goa  will  not  reward 
acts  done  from  a  motive  of  want¬ 
ing  to  be  noticed  or  honored  by 


men.  The  only  reward  a 
person  can  expect  from 
mat  form  ai  giving  is 
the  reward  of  me  empty 
praise  of  men.  So,  if  these  acts 
are  done  as  a  performance  to 
attract  attention,  then  when  that 
person  is  recognized  for  his  acts 
he  should  enjoy  it  because  that  is 
all  he  will  get  for  his  "perfor¬ 
mance."  We  can  be  sure  from  the 
scripture  that  God  did  not  honor 
it  or  receive  it.  Acts  of  giving 
from  a  selfish  motive  of  self- 
seeking  and  desiring  die  recog¬ 
nition  of  others  denigrates  our 
worship  of  Holy  God  and  makes 
it  count  for  nothing.  Our  motive 
for  giving  must  be  done  only  to 
bring  honor  to  Him  and  is  solely 
for  His  approval.  God  honors 
giving  that  is  done  in  secret,  not 
ror  the  notice  of  men. 

In  5-15,  we  examine  "Prayer." 
Within  these  verses  is  the  beauti- 


ful  Model  Prayer  (vs.  9- 
13).  Space  limitation  pre¬ 
vents  a  detailed  study  of 
this  in  this  commentary. 

Again,  Jesus  tells  us 
that  we  must  not  pray 
for  "show,*  to  be  seen 
by  people  so  they  will 
see  now  pious  we  are. 
God  does  not  honor 
hypocritical  words  and 
actions  that  are  done 
for  our  glory  and  not  His. 

He  says  to  go  to  a  private 
place  ana  pray  to  your  Father. 
Herbert  Lockyer  said,  "Christ 
taught  His  own  to  approach  God 
not  as  beggars  but  as  wor¬ 
shipers."  God  knows  what  we 
need  before  we  ask  Him.  Christ  is 
not  forbidding  sincere  repetition 
in  prayer.  Jesus  prayea  three 
times  in  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane  that  God  would  let 
the  cup  pass  from  Him  if  it  was 
His  Will;  but  He  does  warn 
against  "meaningless  repetition" 
in  order  to  heap  up  many  words 
for  the  purpose  of  impressing 
God  (and  others).  Meaningful 
publicprayer  is  good  and  neces¬ 
sary.  God  rumors  those  that  are 
sincere  and  from  die  heart. 


The  Broadman  Commentary 
says  "h  is  not  our  function  to 
inform  God,  for  he  already 
knows  what  we  need  before  we 
ask  him."  He  does  not  have  to 
be  persuaded,  for  He  already  is 
concerned  for  our  good.  Then 
why  pray?  Prayer's  purpose  is 
not  to  inform  God  or  change  His 
Will.  It  is  not  that  God  needs  to 
be  asked,  but  that  we  need  to 
ask.  Prayer  is  communion  with 
God  in  which  we  are  brought 
into  new  relationships  and  new 
attitudes,  thus  opening  die  way 
for  blessings  which  God  already 
purposed  to  impart. 

At  the  conclusion 


of  the 

Model  Krayer,  in  verses  14-15, 
Jesus  emphasizes  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  forgiveness.  If  we  do 
not  forgive  others,  God  will  not 
forgive  us.  "God  expects  those 
who  experience  His  forgive¬ 
ness  to  practice  forgiveness. 
Forgiving  others  shows  that 
Goa's  grace  is  at  work  in  us. 
Failing  to  forgive  others 
demonstrates  that  one  has  not 
experienced  God's  forgive¬ 
ness."  (Lifeway) 

Verses  16-18,  Fasting  (self- 
denial  before  God):  Once  again. 


Jesus  cautions  against  making 
an  outward  show  of  your  fast¬ 
ing,  looking  weak  and  drawn 
so  that  you  nave  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  brag  about  it.  Instead,  he 
says  to  dress  up  and  fix  your 
hair  so  that  no  one  would  ever 
suspect  what  you  are  doing. 
The  humility  with  which  you 
conduct  your  fasting  before 
God  should  be  kept  secret  from 
people,  otherwise  it  becomes  a 
display  and  your  humility  is  a 
sham. 

The  answer  to  both  of  the 
questions  asked  at  the  beginning 
of  this  commentary  is: 

The  ones  who  will  experi¬ 
ence  God's  approval  and  who 
will  receive  the highest  rewards 
in  heaven  are  the  ones  who  will 
be  unaware  that  they  did  any¬ 
thing  at  ail  that  deserved  meri¬ 
torious  recognition.  Humble¬ 
ness  of  heart,  genuineness  of 
spirit,  and  a  deep  and  abiding 
love  for  God,  having  no 
thought  of  man's  approval  and 
applause  —  that  is  what  God 
from  us. 


Smith  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  Caring  Community 

Matthew  18:6-7, 10-22 


By  Michael  Smith 


On  December  10  of  each  year, 
the  Nobel  Pitre  is  awarded  to 
men  and  women  for  outstanding 
achievement  in  die  disciplines  of 
physics,  chemistry,  medicine,  lit¬ 
erature,  and  peace  (www.nobel- 
prize.org).  Wnen  you  and  I  think 
of  the  people  who  have  made  die 
greatest  difference  in  the  world 
we  often  think  of  Nobel  Prize 
winners.  Though  you  may  have 
never  won  a  Nooel  Prize,  you 
possess  great  potential  to  greatly 
impact  foe  world.  You  have  an 
undeniable  capacity  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  the  many 
people  who  populate  your  fami¬ 
ly,  your  workplace,  your  commu¬ 
nity,  and  your  church.  The 
power  to  impact  others  is  mani¬ 
fested  by  the  practice  of  caring 
for  others.  In  our  lesson  passages 
for  the  week,  Jesus  teaches  that 
true  greatness  is  not  determined 


by  how  others  treat  you, 
but  how  you  treat  others. 

Caring  through 
Influence  (Matthew  18:6-7) 

You  possess  great  potential  to 
impact  others  by  your  influence. 
You  may  not  consider  yourself  an 
influential  person,  but  you  do 
possess  the  power  to  influence 
others  by  providing  an  example 
of  godly  living  and  godly  speedi. 
Jesus'  life  lessons  found  in 
Matthew  18  are  prompted  by  the 
disciples  immature  jockeyingfor 
greatness  (Matthew  18:1).  Die 
disciples  desired  greatness 
because  they  thought  they  were 
destined  for  greatness.  However 
their  notion  of  greatness  was 
based  on  die  principle  of  self-cen¬ 
tered  delusions  of  grandeur 
rather  than  die  principle  of  hum¬ 
ble  sacrifice  ana  service.  When 
the  disciples  desired  greatness, 
Jesus  demanded  an  example. 
Jesus  taught  the  disciples  mat 


Smith 


greatness  is  not  deter¬ 
mined  by  how  others 
treat  you,  but  howyou 
influence  others.  Great 
disciples  provide  a 
great  example  for  oth¬ 
ers.  Jesus  taught  die 
disciples  about  die 
importance  of  positive¬ 
ly  influencing  others. 
You  can  dramatically 
impact  your  world  if 
you  make  die  effort  to  positively 
influence  others  with  a  holy 
le  and  with  loving  words. 

Attention 

mil 

You  possess  great  potential  to 
impact  others  by  offering  your 
time  and  attention.  You  may 
not  consider  yourself  an  impor¬ 
tant  person,  out  you  most  cer¬ 
tainly  are  important  to  some¬ 
one.  When  the  disciples  desired 
greatness,  lesus  demanded  con¬ 
cern  for  others.  Jesus  taught  the 
disciples  that  greatness  is  not 
determined  by  now  others  treat 
you,  but  how  you  concern  your¬ 
self  with  die  needs  of  others. 
Great  disciples  are  concerned 
with  others.  Jesus  warned  die 
disciples  not  to  disregard  others. 
He  reminded  die  disciples  that 


the  Lord  cares  for  people  just  as 
a  protective  shepherd  cares  for 
his  sheep.  Disciples  should  con¬ 
cern  themselves  with  the  needs 
of  others  because  God  concerns 
himself  with  die  needs  of  others. 
You  can  dramatically  impact 
your  world  if  you  take  time  to 
invest  your  time  and  your  life  in 
the  lives  of  others. 

Caring  through  Reconciliation 
(Matthew  18:15-20) 

You  possess  great  potential  to 
impact  others  by  restoring  bro¬ 
ken  relationships.  You  may  not 
consider  yourself  a  patient  per¬ 
son,  but  you  do  possess  the 
power  to  exhibit  patience  when 
reconciling  with  others.  When 
the  disciples  desired  greatness, 
Jesus  demanded  patience.  Jesus 
taught  the  disciples  that  great¬ 
ness  is  not  determined  by  how 
others  treat  you,  but  how  you 
reconcile  with  others.  Great  dis¬ 
ciples  treat  others  with  patience. 
Jesus  warned  the  disciples 
against  writing  people  off  wnen 
they  treat  you  badly.  Rather  than 
the  quick  fix  of  bitterness  and 
resentment,  Jesus  taught  the  dis¬ 
ciples  a  sure-fire  plan  of  reconcil¬ 
iation.  You  can  dramatically 
impact  your  world  if  you  make 


the  effort  to  practice  Jesus'  plan  of 
reconciliation. 

Caring  through  Forgiveness 
(Matthew  1831-22) 

You  possess  great  potential 
to  impact  others  by  forgiving 
those  who  wrong  you.  You 
may  not  consider  yourself  an 
extraordinary  person,  but  you 
do  possess  the  extraordinary 
power  of  forgiveness.  When 
the  disciples  desired  greatness, 
Jesus  demanded  forgiveness. 
Jesus  taught  the  disciples  that 
greatness  is  not  determined  by 
now  others  treat  you,  but  how 
you  forgive  others.  Great  disci¬ 
ples  treat  others  with  forgive¬ 
ness.  In  light  of  Jesus'  sure-fire 
plan  for  reconciliation,  Peter 
questions  the  demanding 
nature  of  Jesus'  plan.  "How 
many  times  could  my  brother 
sin  against  me  and  I  forgive 
him ?'p  (Matthew  18:21)  Jesus' 
response  indicates  that  the 
practice  of  forgiveness  is  a 
perennial  practice.  You  can  dra¬ 
matically  impact  vour  world  if 
you  make  foe  effort  to  forgive 
others  when  they  wrong  you. 


Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel  Church, 
Monticelb. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type¬ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1 1  -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will 


be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  (PEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 


clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  txiilding-,  or  object-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  anchor 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

bubmit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Mb  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordftmbcb.org. 
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WAITING  TO  RETURN  -  A  line  of  can  of  residents  wait  for  their  turn  to  seek  permission  to  check  whether  their  homes  were  spared  or  charred  by  Southern  California's  wild¬ 
fires.  California  Southern  Baptists  have  responded  to  the  disaster  by  activating  their  mass  feeding  units  for  the  thousands  of  victims  of  foe  wildfires.  (BP  photo  by  Martin  Davis) 


California  fires 


So.  Baptists  spring  to  action 


hem  Los  Angeles  County] 
mobile  field  Kitchen  to  the 
xgiounds,  where  there's  a 
■Son,"  Hargis  said, 
units  are  an  standby  status  in 
it  case  they're  needed,  Hargis 


Baptist  Press  things  were  "pretty  busy"  at 
PlfrCO  Park  as  volunteers  prepared  the 
noon  meal  consisting  of  chicken  a  la  king  and 
rice  with  salad  and  pudding  on  Thursday. 

Davis,  the  Executive  Committee  member, 
said  Hargis,  California  Baptists'  chief  relief 
coordinator,  resembled  an  orchestra  conduc¬ 
tor  at  PETCO  Park  as  he  gave  orders  and 
workers  scurried  to  respond.  "There  were 
people  who  had  done  it  so  much  that  they 
were  in  a  groove  and  it  was  working,"  Davis 


The 


California  Southern  Baptist 

■  :  .'.‘I  Convention,  North  American  Mission  Board 

<  „  and  San  Diego  Baptist  Association  each 

%K contributed  $1,000  in  hunger  relief  funds  for 

JvV  aS  the  Set  Free  drug /alcohol  rehabilitation  pro 
gram  in  San  Diego,  according  to  Terrv 
‘  '.V-  '  '  1.1  Barone,  leader  of  the  communications  group 

for  the  CSBC  The  two  ranches  had  evacuat 
ed  400  P^ple,  including  100  children,  and 
were  struggling  to  feed  everyone. 

—  Two  California  Southern  Baptist  disaster  Donations  for  disaster  relief  efforts  are 
.  ire  the  1 0,000  meals  distributed  from  their  needed.  Online  donations  can  be  made  at 
at  the  San  Diego  fcdres1  PETCO  ftrk,  to  evac-  www.csbc.com  or  donations  by  check  can  be 
/  workers  amia  Southern  California's  wildfire  sent  to  CSBC,  Disaster  Relief,  678  E  Shaw 
Martin  Davis)  Ave,  Fresno  93710.  Also,  donations  may  be 

made  at  www.namb.net. 
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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Messengers  united  on  record  budget 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Messengers  to  the  172nd 
annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
(MBC)  October  30-31  at  Frist 
Church,  Jackson,  unanimously 
adopted  a  record  Cooperative 
Program  (CP)  budget  and  chose 
a  new  president  by  acclamation. 

The  2008  CP  budget  of 
$34,263,763  reflects  an  overall 
3.24%  increase  over  the  current 
budget,  with  giving  to  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  causes  also 
increasing  3.24%  to  $11,992,317, 
and  remaining  steady  at  35%  of 
the  total  budget. 

The  ministries  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  such  as  church  planting, 
collegiate  ministry,  and  steward¬ 


ship,  will  receive  an  increase  of 
3.57%  to  $12308,144,  or  3737%  of  I 
the  total  budget.  Mississippi  insti-  *■■■ ■ 
tutions  and  agencies,  such  as  the  Cl  cr_ 

Baptist  Children's  Village  and  the  .  , 

Board  of  Ministerial  Education,  ^  udo 
will  receive  a  3.13%  increase  over  V1,. or 
last  yeaii  for  a  total  of  $8,479302, 
or  24.75%  of  the  total  budget.  R?*? 

Church  Retirement  and  direc,or 

Protection  will  be  unchanged  in  _ 

the  new  budget  at  $984,000,  or 
2.88%  of  the  total  budget. 

Weldon  Aultman,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Indianola,  and  chairman  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

(MBCB)  budget  committee,  presented  die  consecutive  time  the  1 
2008  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  been  elected  by  acclamation, 
budget  to  messengers.  Dalrymple  was  nominated  by  P.J.  Scott, 

Mickey  Dalrymple,  pastor  of  Fairview  pastor  emeritus  of  First  Church,  Olive 


BAPTISTS 


Church,  Columbus,  was  chosen  by  accla¬ 
mation  as  die  new  MBC  president  during 
the  first  session  of  die  annual  meeting  on 
October  30.  Dalrymple's  election  is  the  fifth 

MBC  president  has 


Site  Committee  announced 


A  Site  Selection  Committee  for  Future  Conference  Ministry  Development  in 
Mississippi  was  announced  by  Clarence  Cooper  outgoing  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  and  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada,  on  October  31  during 
the  second  day  of  die  2007  MBC  annual  meeting  at  First  Church  Jackson. 

Cooper  tapped  Lloyd  Sweatt,  pastor  of  Meadowood  Church,  Amory,  to  serve 
as  chairman.  Joining  Sweatt  on  the  committee  are: 

•  Weldon  Aultman,  member  of  First  Church,  Indianola. 

•  Buddy  Huff,  member  of  First  Church  Jackson. 

•  Bobby  Kirk,  member  of  Roundaway  Cnurch,  Doddsville. 

•  Mark  Mayo,  pastor  of  West  Carthage  Church,  Carthage. 

•  Gary  Richardson,  pastor  of  North  Oxford  Church,  Oxford,  and  incoming 

president  of  die  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

•  Rebecca  Williams,  member  or  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison. 

Cooper  told  messengers  the  Site  Selection  Committee  'is  charged  with  specifi¬ 
cally  searching  for  the  most  desirable  and  accessible  site  for  developing  a  confer¬ 
ence  center  for  Mississippi  Baptists. 

The  committee's  findings  will  be  brought  to  the  MBCB  Executive  Committee, 
Cooper  said,  and  if  the  Executive  Committee  agrees  to  support  the  committee's 
findings,  the  matter  will  be  brought  before  the  full  100-member  convention  board. 

Guffshore  Assembly,  which  was  owned  by  MBCB  and  located  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  shoreline  at  Henderson  Point  near  Pass  Christian,  was  destroyed  by 


annual  meeting 


As  expected,  messengers  from  the  Joining 
cooperating  churches  of  the  Dalrymple  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  lead  the  con- 
MBC)  acted  in  harmony  to  approve  yet  vention  in  the 
mother  record  Cooperative  Program  coming  year  are 
CP)  budget  and  elea  the  convention's  David 
op  leader  by  acclamation  for  the  fifth  Hamilton,  first 
onsecutive  time.  vice-president 

Those  words,  "cooperating"  and  and  pastor  of 
Cooperative,"  have  a  nice  ring,  don't  West  Heights 
they?  It  should  be  a  joy  to  any  Church,  Ponto- 

I  observer  —  and  no  doubt  to  the  toe;  Steve 
Lord  Himself  —  to  see  Mooneyham, 
Christians  acting  like,  well,  second  vice- 
Christians.  To  Goa  be  the  glory!  president  and 
The  172nd  annual  session  of  missions  direc- 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  tor  for  Gulf 
Convention,  meeting  October  Coast 
30-31  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  Association  in 
adopted  a  $34,263,763  Gulfport;  Gus 
Cooperative  Program  budget  Merntt,  record¬ 
er  2008  That's  3.24%  more  ing,  secretary 
than  the  record  budget  adopted  ana  retired  pas- 
fbr  2007,  and  continues  a  string  tor  from 

of  record  budgets  interrupted  Newton;  and 
only  by  the  post-Katrina  2006  Michael  Weeks, 
CP  budget  (which  simply  assistant  record- 
remained  constant  at  the  previ-  ing  secretary  ai 
ous  year's  budget  level.)  Cnurch,  Olive  B 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  on  The  convent! 
track  to  exceed  the  record  2007  CP  bud-  hands,  and  well 
get  on  their  way  to  2008,  too.  To  God  be  ly.  Dalrymple 
me  glory!  Hamilton  is  fn 

Messengers  elected  Mickey  Dalrymple,  Mooneyham  is 
pastor  of  rairview  Church,  Columbus,  to  Merritt  is  from 
the  office  of  MBC  president  by  aedama-  Weeks  is  from  n 
tion.  The .  unanimous  selection  of  Outgoing  K 
Dalrymple  was  the  fifth  consecutive  year  Cooper,  pastoi 
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ptiat  Record  Advisory  Committee: 

Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
AI  Green  |r-.  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Matcher 
Billy  Watkins.  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Board  (MBCB),  highlighted  the  theme  when  he  delivered  the 
MBCB  emphasis  during  the  October  30  evening  session. 

Missions  directors  for  Baptist  associations  across 
Mississippi  played  a  large  role  on  the  annual  meeting's  pro¬ 
gram,  in  honor  of  300-year  anniversary  of  Baptist  missions 
m  America. 

Gary  Richardson,  pastor  of  North  Oxford  Church,  Oxford, 
preached  the  convention  sermon  from  2  Corinthians  12.  Richard 
president  of  Blackaby  International  Ministries  in 
resented  the  series  of  Bible  Treasures, 
of  979  messengers  registered  for  meeting. 

The  2008  MBC  annual  meeting  will  be  held  October  28-29  at 
First  Church,  Jackson.  Barry  Corbett,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko,  was  chosen  to  deliver  the  convention  sermon. 
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HISTORY  MAKER  —  Joel  Medina  (left),  pastor  of  Iglesia 
International  Las  Americas  Church,  Carthage,  is  presented  with  a 
plaque  of  appreciation  October  31  fcy  Jim  Futral,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  Medina's  term  as  first  vice-president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC).  Medina  was  the  first-ever  Hispanic  to 

a  Ml  I  k  a  A  Mill  a  a  M  t  a  .  ' 


Atlanta, 


serve  as  an  MBC  officer.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


an  subject  to  editing. 
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So.  Baptists  helping  Ca.  wildfires  victims 


SAN  DIEGO  (BP)  —  As 
Southern  Baptist  disaster 
relief  crews  begin  to  dean 
up  the  charred  remains  of 
homes  destroyed  by  wild* 
fires,  chaplains  will  be  on 
site  to  help  Southern 
California  residents  process 
the  emotions  that  accompa¬ 
ny  loss. 

About  500  workers, 
including  Southern  Baptists 
and  volunteers  from 
Samaritan's  Purse  and  local 
churches,  were  scheduled 
to  clean  up  die  La  Jolla 
Indian  Reservation,  which 
was  badly  burned  in  San 
Diego  County  said,  Don 
Haips,  disaster  relief  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  California 
Southern  Baptist 

Convention,. 

"We're  going  to  try  to 
clean  hopefully  as  many  as 
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tv  sitting  .irui  talking  with 

the  homeowner  while  the 

homeowner  is  there  watch-  HERE  TO  HELP  —  Southern  Bac 
ing  his  or  her  home  site  be  evacuees  at  Valley  Center  High  Sc 
cleaned  up.  Sometimes  school  regularly,  passing  along 

that's  very  emotional  and  evacuated.  (BP  photo  by  Meredith 
they  just  need  someone  to 

talk  to."  - - - 

La  Jolla  is  one  of  the  poorest  to  the  kitchen  workers  with  an 
Indian  reservations  in  the  area,  emotional  need,  Hargis  said  the 
Hargis  noted,  because  they  do  chaplains  are  instructed  to  help 
not  sponsor  gambling.  immediately. 

Harms  sent  out  a  call  for  at  "We'll  say  to  that  chaplain, 
least  25  trained  Southern  You  need  to  go  and  talk  to 
Baptist  disaster  relief  chaplains  them  right  now.  Leave  whatev- 
to  help  in  Southern  California,  er  you're  doing  because  your 
He  explained  there  are  two 
kinds  of  chaplains  eligible  to 


kitchen,  or  if  they're  going  to 
do  cleanup,  we're  asking  the 
chaplains  to  basically  be  there 
to  talk  to  the  homeowner,  see 
how  they're  doing,  ask  ques¬ 
tions  that  they're  trained  to  ask, 
and  try  to  help  them  under¬ 
stand  there's  nope  in  Jesus 
lent  Christ,"  Hargis  said. 

Among  the  opportunities  he 
has  had  to  mention  Jesus  was 
an  encounter  with  someone  at 
die  Indian  reservation  Southern 
Baptists  were  set  to  assist. 

''The  other  day  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  share  God  with 
one  of  the  Indian  people  that 
didn't  understand  why  we 
were  coming  out  for  free,"  he 
recounted.  *1  just  shared  with 
him  a  little  bit  of  my  testimony 
and  what  we're  doing." 

As  far  as  the  need  for  chap¬ 
lains  goes,  Hargis  said  he 
knows  of  at  least  400  trained 
disaster  relief  chaplains  in 

_  California  alone  who  should  be 

primarily  able  to  respond,  especially  for 
‘  '  *  the  Indian  reservation  cleanup. 

"This  is  a  one-day  thing,  but 
we're  hoping  this  will  be  the 
beginning  of  a  lot  of  cleanup 
from  San  Diego  all  the  way  up 
to  San  Bernardino  all  the  way 
over  to  Malibu,"  Hargis  said. 
He  reported  that  Southern 
is  Baptist  chaplains  were  sta¬ 
id  tioned  at  Local  Assistance 
i "  Centers  in  San  Diego  County, 
ip  where  people  go  to  receive 


who  are  more  highly  trained 
and  endorsed  by  tne  North 
American  Mission  Board. 

Tlw  latter  kind  of  chaplains, 
Hargis  said,  have  unde 
training  in  Critical  In< 

Stress  Management  or  are 
approved  by  the  National 
Organization  for  Victim 


Bob  Reccord  is  inaugurated  as  the  first  president  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board.  The  North  American  Mission  Board  received  a 
majority  of  the  ministry  assignments  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission,  and  the  Brotherhood  Commission. 


More  than  70  Southern  Baptists  from  across  the  U.S.  are  appointed 
to  seven  subcommittees  charged  with  producing  a  new  hymnal  by 
1991.  Publication  will  coincide  with  the  Sunday  School  Board's  lOOtn 
anniversary  and  the  church  music  department's  50th  anniversary. 


stay  healthy  spiritually  and 
physically,"  Hargis  said.  "They 
make  sure  the  blue  cap  [leader] 


Mississippi  College  receives  a  $7,000  grant  from  Esso  Education 
Foundation.  Mississippi  College  ranks  first  among  arts  and  science 
colleges  in  the  southeastern  United  States  in  the  number  of  chemistry 
graduates  who  have  achieved  a  doctorate  in  chemistry. 
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Scary  Snakes 


Jesus  Christ 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  wows: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

3, 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 


al  guidance. 


II  } on  I l;i\ t 

Lost  Mono 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 


1  hate  snakes.  Slithering, 
silent  slick,  and  to  me  scary 
snakes  make  my  skin  crawl.  1  can 
see  one  on  the  road  and  it  both¬ 
ers  me.  I  can  see  one  in  a  zoo 
through  a  thick  glass  and  it 
makes  me  cringe.  I  do  not  like 
snakes.  I  am  not  sure  why  1  have 
such  a  detest  for  and  sometimes 
fear  of  snakes.  Maybe  it  is 
because  the  first  one  ever  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible  is  doing  harm 
to  Bte  human  race,  and  I  have 
lived  with  an  awareness  of  his 
cunning,  seductive  manners. 
Maybe  it  is  because  when  1  was 
growing  up  my  parents  told  me, 
"Don't  go  out  there  in  those 
weeds  or  woods  because  there 
may  be  snakes  out  there."  You 
could  not  see  them,  hear  them,  or 
smell  them,  but  they  would  do 
you  harm.  It  really  does  not  mat¬ 
ter  what  kinds  of  snakes  they  are 
—  long  or  short  ones,  fat  or  skin¬ 
ny  ones,  colored  or  camouflaged, 
alive  or  dead.  They  bother  me. 

Just  recently,  I  had  an 
encounter  with  a  snake.  I  had 
gone  out  for  my  early  morning 
exercise  and  I  ran  into  a  snake. 
Since  it  is  usually  dark  when  I  go 
out  I  generally  follow  die  same 
path  and  pattern  because  it  is 
familiar  to  me  and  I  know  where 
the  bumps  and  dips  are  in  the 
road.  On  this  particular  morning 
I  was  almost  back  home  when  I 
almost  stepped  on  a  snake  in  the 
road.  Seeing  the  snake  just  before 
my  foot  rut  the  pavement  I 
trussed  it  by  only  a  couple  of 
inches.  It  scared  me  out  of  my 
skin.  I  had  moved  past  it  five  or 
ten  feet  turned  around,  looked 
at  it  closely,  and  realized  drat  the 
snake  was  dead.  Somebody  had 
run  over  the  snake  in  the  road 
and  actually,  it  was  pretty  much 
a  flattened  skin  of  a  snake.  To  be 
honest  that  did  not  alleviate  my 
terror  one  bit  and  I  went  on  to 
die  house.  A  dead  snake  had 
ruined  a  wonderful  morning 
sunrise  and  die  beginning  of  a 
beautiful  day.  As  die  day  wore 
on  my  anxieties  subsided.  Life 
was  filled  with  so  many  other 
people  and  things  that  I  totally 
forgot  about  the  snake  in  the 
road.  The  next  morning  I  was  up 
and  at  it  again.  I  went  out  for  my 
morning  exercise  and  was 
almost  back  home  when  I  almost 
stepped  on  the  snake  again.  It 
was  still  dead  and  it  still  scared 
the  heebie-jeebies  out  of  me.  On 
day  three  I  headed  out  early  with 
everything  under  control.  I 


'Dire 


715 


others  everybody  in  our  dass 
had  taken  Spanish  one  or  two 
years  in  high  school.  That  means 
die  day  we  started  I  was  two 
years  behind  everybody  else  in 
1st  room,  and  I  confess  to  you 
right  now  I  never  caught  up.  Ckir 
teacher  was  m  her  80r*  weighed 
lere  than  a  hundred  pounds,  and 
was  soft  spoken,  but  to  this  day  I 
a*i  see  her  look  at  me,  instruct 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  teacher  was  in  herat/s,  weighed 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

can  see  her  look  at  me,  instruct 
^ ■■■■ me  to  go  to  the  board  for  dass 
remembered  that  there  was  a  of  ksus  Christ  I  recognize  that  work,  and  I  would  nearly  pass 
snake  in  the  road  out  there  on  the  sinW  consequences  and  that  the  out  While  that  professor  has 
way  home,  and  this  time  I  was  fearful  things  of  the  past  and  the  been  with  the  Lord  for  many 
committed  to  overcoming  any  ghosts  and  demons  that  come  years,  please  understand  that  I 
fears  even  if  it  took  going  on  the  out  oft the  doseto  of  Mfe  car jeare  am  not  saying  thatshe  «s°ne  of 
other  side  of  the  road  and  just  you,  but  Jesus  died  for  afl  of  our  the  snakes  m  my  life,  but  I  will 
looking  at  him  as  I  passed  by.  It  sins;  gives  us  a  new  life,  and  say  that  the  skm  of  that  memory 
was  a  beautiful  day.  As  I  walked  ensbies  us  to  move  forward.  I  continues  to  be  with  me  and  will 
and  saw  God's  beautiful  creation  know  that  and  you  know  that  no  doubt  hover  around  until  I 
coming  to  life,  I  forgot  all  about  Then  aB  of  a  sudden  out  there  on  depart  this  hfe.  By  Gods  grace 
the  snakoe.  Lo  and  bebold  for  the  the  roadway  of  life,  we  run  across  and  the  help  of  kind  and  kwing 
third  straight  day  I  almost  one  of  die  skins  of  one  of  the  folks  through  the  years,  I  have 
stepped  onthat  rascal.  snakes  of  some  tragic  memory  —  learned  to  deal  witti  my  lack  of 

Now  it  was  getting  serious,  a  broken  relationship,  a  shattered  ability  in  Spanish 
The  snake,  dead  as  he  was,  had  dream,  a  wrong  decision,  or  a  sin-  Let  me  tell  you  that  you  too 
become  such  a  painful  part  of  my  ful  act  and  we  are  momentarily  can  move  on  down  the  road  of 
life  that  I  had  to  do  something.  I  shocked  and  electrified  by  what  life  in  spite  of  some  of  the  hurts, 
must  either  stop  going  out  there  we  see  and  feel  Just  as  1  knew  scars,  fears,  and  skins  that  are  left 


and  feel  Just  as  I  knew 


no  doubt  hover  around  until  I 
depart  this  Hfe.  By  God's  grace 
andthe  help  of  kind  and  loving 
folks  through  the  years,  I  have 
learned  to  deal  witti  my  lack  of 
ability  in  Spanish. 

Let  me  tell  you  that  you  too 
can  move  on  down  the  road  of 
life  in  spite  of  some  of  die  hurts, 
scars,  fears,  and  skins  that  are  left 


and  passing  him  or  in  some  way  without  any  doubt  that  the  snake  behind.  Maybe  you  can  get  them 
get  nd  of  hun,  or  iust  realize  that  could  not  hurt  me  it  always  came  out  of  the  way  and  throw  them 
he  was  dead  and  he  was  not  as  a  jolt  to  my  system  to  see  him  out  of  the  pathway  of  your  jour- 
going  to  bother  me.  None  of  there  again  in  the  shadowy  ney.  Remember  fliat  God  will 
tnose  options  seemed  to  fit  very  mominglight.  It  is  amazing  how  forgive  your  sin  and  He  will 
well  and  so  day  four  I  just  in  things  out  of  our  past  just  seem  to  bury  them  in  the  depths  of  the 
passing  thought  about  the  snake  hang  around  and  from  time  to  sea  and  cast  them  as  far  as  the 
and  headed  out  to  exercise.  So  time  give  us  a  shock.  east  is  from  die  west  and  He  will 

help  me  on  this  day  while  a  hun-  I  nave  been  out  of  college  for  remember  diem  no  more.  Hold 
died  cars  had  probably  run  over  decades  and  just  recently  I  saw  a  your  head  up,  move  ahead,  and 
him,  I  stepped  on  him  and  it  lady  that  she  and  I  had  taken  serve  the  Lord.  Live  life  to  its 
sewed  me  so  bad  1  could  literally  Spanish  together  in  college.  In  all  fullest  and  do  not  be  fearful  or 
feel  the  fear  coming  up  through  of  my  years  in  college  and  the  frustrated  with  the  skins  of  dead 
my  foot.  I  went  on  and  dealt  with  courses  I  took,  nothing  gave  me  snakes  in  your  roadway.  God 
lire  and  its  experiences  through-  so  much  anxiety  and  tortured  me  bless  you! 

out  die  day  thanking  that  on  aay  so  as  the  two  years  that  1  studied  - 

five  things  would  be  different.  I  Spanish.  In  two  years  of  Spanish  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
thought  about  the  snake  when  I  cusses  I  was  the  only  male  in  the  P.O.  Box  5 30,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
started  out.  I  thought  about  him  group  and  except  for  one  or  two  0530.  E-mail:  JfutralQmbcb.org. 


help  me  on  this  day  while  a  hun-  I  have  been  out  of  college  for 
died  cars  had  probably  run  over  decades  and  just  recently  I  saw  a 
him,  I  stepped  on  him  and  it  lady  that  she  and  I  had  taken 
scared  me  so  bad  I  could  literally  Spanish  together  in  college.  In  all 
feel  the  fear  coming  up  through  of  my  years  in  college  and  the 
my  foot  I  went  on  and  dealt  witti  courses  I  took,  nothing  gave  me 
lire  and  its  experiences  through-  so  much  anxiety  and  tortured  me 
out  die  day  thinking  that  on  aay  so  as  the  two  years  that  1  studied 
five  things  would  be  different.  I  Spanish.  In  two  years  of  Spanish 


fullest  and  do  not  be  fearful  or 
frustrated  with  the  skins  of  dead 
snakes  in  your  roadway.  God 
bless  you! 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 


started  out.  I  thought  about  him 
all  through  my  walk  and  when  I 
got  almost  to  him  I  could  see  him 
out  there  in  my  pathway.  He  was 
as  flat  as  a  pancake  and  as  lifeless 
as  a  rock,  but  I  was  going  to  deal 
with  this  issue.  I  got  me  a  stick 
and  I  picked  up  me  skin  of  the 
snake  and  tossed  him  into  some 
bushes  away  out  of  my  way.  I 
have  not  seen  or  heard  from  him 
since.  He  is  gone! 

After  almost  a  week  of  trying 
to  overcome  a  dead  snake  affect¬ 
ing  my  wits  and  feelings,  I  began 
to  realize  how  difficult  it  is  fix' 
some  folks.  I  have  spent  a  good 
deal  of  my  time,  energy,  and  min¬ 
istry  trying  to  help  people  under¬ 
stand  mat  you  do  not  nave  to  be 
shaped  in  the  future  by  the  things 
in  trie  past  that  have  Seen  put  to 
death  and  set  aside  by  the  power 


Northeast 

Cruise  Si  Tour 


fiyey  Spring  time  in  Nora  Scotia  and  Primer  Edward  Island 
Sail  the  Scenic  St,  Lawrence  hirer  to  Quebec  A  Montreal! 
Tom  Montreal,  Philadelphia,  New  York  City  A  Boston ! 


On  June  6,  2006  join  other  Baptists  and  your  Spntual  Director  and  Baptot 
C  hapten  Pastor  Roy  Myers,  on  this  15-day  vacation  nduding  a  seven-day 
deluxe  North  east  Cruise  with  Hotend  America  Lina  and  a  seven -day  North  salt 
vacation.  This  wi  be  Pastor  Myers'  fourth  Your  Man  Tours  top  as  a  Baptot 
Chapton,  and  second  tone  on  tois  same  Northeast  cruise  and  tour  Your 
Baptist  group  wi  spend  one  mght  in  Boston  with  a  comprehensive  aty  tour 
before  boarding  your  5-star  ship  toe  ms  Maas  dam  Devotions  wit  be 


13  2%  |  |  RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


First  Year 


406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgdand,  MS  39157 

1.800.8443254 

601.9573841 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

CoU  mbamt  am r  $399fma.  Ltaae  Program 

ptMetbet  Me 

LifcWsy  Church  Dus  Sales 


group  who  wish  to  oartidoWa  Ports  include  Bar  htetoor,  Mama,  Hafltoc  and 
Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Chartottotown.  Prince  Edward  Wand  Grebe  into  toe 
mouth  of  the  St  Lawrence  River  to  Saguenay  Fjord  wito  1,500  foot-high  cWfs 
Your  total  ports  include  Quebec  City  and  Monbeai  In  Montreal  mast  'your  man" 
tor  a  cty  tour  of  the  "Paris  of  toe  Americas  *  Your  motor-coach  tour  wi  conbnus 
through  toe  Adirondack  and  Catokfl  Mountains.  Hyda  Park.  Philadelphia,  and 
New  York  City,  wito  included  city  tours  Ptioes  start  at  only  $1998  (per  person, 
doubts  occupancy)  including  tarns,  the  motor -coach  tour  wito  <M y  sightseeing, 
savan  nights  in  hotais,  and  toe  seven-day  deluxe  crime  Add  $500  for  airfare 
from  Memphis.  TN  Jackson,  Bvmsigham  or  GuNportftton.  MS  Famiy  and 
friends  are  waiooma  Space  is  tented  $100  deposits  are  now  due1 


‘YOUR  MAN’  TOURS  1-800-736-7300 


Former  pomographer  repents,  helps  others 


NEWPORT,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Two  years 
ago,  Michele  Washam  had  been  known  for 
launching  a  pioneering  pornographic  web¬ 
site  for  women  in  1995. 

Then  the  Baptist  4  Reflector  newspaper 
of  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention 
updated  her  story:  After  giving  her  life  to 
Christ,  Washam  had  changed  her 
Just4Ladies.com  website  into  a  Christian 
ministry  to  help  women  and  men  who 
have  been  hurt  by  pornography  and  other 
issues  in  their  relationships.  She  also  had 
taken  a  job  as  a  secretary  at  West  End 
Church  in  Newport  Tn. 

The  article  told  of  Washam' s  struggles 
and  of  her  remorse  for  contributing  to  peo¬ 
ple  becoming  addicted  to  pornography.  Two 
years  ago  she  said,  “I  have  forgiven  myself 
because  I  know  the  Lord  has  forgiven  me, 
and  I  am  doing  my  best  to  make  up  for  it 

Since  then  Washam  has  kept  her  word. 
Her  website  with  Christian  content  now 
averages  more  than  three  million  visits 
every  month,  with  thousands  of  men  and 
women  readied  for  Christ. 

Also,  after  Baptist  Press  picked  up 
Washam's  story,  the  article  ran  in 
numerous  secular  and  religious  publi¬ 
cations  across  the  nation  ana  the 
world,  Washam  said.  She  received 
various  requests  for  interviews 
about  her  ministry. 

“We  were  not  expecting  the 
response  we  got  from  the  article,"  she 
said.  Among  those  responses  was  a 
request  from  Bridge-Logos,  a 
Christian  publisher  in  Orlando,  Fla. 
Though  her  ministry  was  one  of 
marriage  restoration,  die  publisher 
wanted  her  to  write  a  book  on  how 
families  could  take  steps  to  protect  them 
selves  from  the  evil  of  pornography. 

Washam  and  her  pastor  Tom  Mooty 
were  skeptical  when  first  contacted.  "We 
had  been  told  that  publishers  don't  contact 
authors,"  Mooty  said. 

Washam,  having  self-published  one 
book,  knew  that  finding  a  publisher  was 


not  easy,  but  die  offer  was  legitimate.  With 
Mooty^  help,  Washam  began  to  write  from 
personal  experience  about  Protecting 
Those  You  Love  in  an  X-Rated  World. 

“I  have  three  kids  who  all  fall  into  the 
age  considered  to  be  pornography's 
largest  group  of  viewers," 
Washam  said.  "I 


knew  I 


Prot 


ectin 


y°u  /0vJ  ,ho» 


rated 


World 


had  to  do 


something  for  my  own 
kids  as  weU  as  for  other  kids." 

Too  often  people  talk  about  the  evils  of 
pornography  but  don't  do  anything  about 
it,  she  said,  noting,  "This  book  tells  you 
how  to  keep  pom  out  of  your  home  and 


families.  In  addition,  if  pom  is  already  in 
the  home,  it  gives  tips  on  how  to  eradi¬ 
cate  it." 

Keeping  pornography  out  of  the  home 
is  essential,  Washam  emphasized. 

"Once  pornography  gets  in  a  marriage, 
it  is  definitely  a  home- wrecker,"  she  said. 
"My  mission  is  to  help  save  marriages." 

Mooty  wrote  sermon  vignettes  to 
complement  what  Washam  wrote.  "I 
gave  practical  tips  while  Tom  gave 
it  a  spiritual  focus,"  she  said.  ''Torn 
made  it  credible  and  validated  the 
book  with  Scripture." 

In  addition  to  the  book,  the  pub¬ 
lisher  asked  Washam  to  develop  a 
booklet  titled  "Quick  Guide  to 
Home  PORNtection:  Practical  Steps 
You  Can  Take  to  Block  Harmful 
Media  and  Online  Influences,"  which 
is  free  with  the  purchase  of  the  book. 

Key  pointers  include  selecting  the 
proper  equipment  to  block  pornogra¬ 
phy  from  your  home  and  computer. 

The  back  covers  of  the  book  and  the 
booklet  tell  parents:  "This  book  will  be  a 
mighty  weapon  in  your  hands  to  block 
pornography  from  your  homes  and  families! 

"Wnat’s  more,  it  gives  hope  and  help  to 
those  who've  been  wounded  by  or  addict¬ 
ed  to  the  devastating  material.  ' 

Washam  and  Mooty  hope  church  lead¬ 
ers  will  read  the  book  and  get  the  word 
out  to  their  members.  "Our  churches 
must  be  equipped  to  deal  with  this  prob¬ 
lem,"  Wasnam  said. 

"It  is  an  ugly  problem,  and  we  must  do 
something  about  it  and  not  just  talk  about  it." 

Sales  of  the  book  have  gone  well,  said 
Wendy  Wood,  a  publicist  with  Bridge- 
Logos,  who  noted  that  the  book  already 
is  scheduled  for  a  second  printing  as  it 
gains  momentum. 

"My  ministry  dealt  with  marriage 
restoration.  I  would  not  have  written  a 
book  about  pom  protection,"  Washam  said 
regarding  the  suiprise  book  offer. 

"It  was  definitely  God's  plan  for  us." 


Planned  Parenthood  hit  with  107-count  indictment 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
More  than  60  pro-family  lead¬ 
ers  have  signed  a  letter  to  sen¬ 
ators  and  representatives  ask¬ 
ing  them  to  suspend  federal 
funding  for  Planned 
Parenthood  while  a  107-count 
criminal  complaint  against 
the  abortion  provider's 
Kansas /Missouri  chapter  is 
investigated. 

The  complaint  alleges  ille¬ 
gal  abortions  in  violation  of 
either  state  or  federal  law  by 
Comprehensive  Health  of 
Planned  Parenthood  of 
Kansas  and  Mid-Missouri, 
which  is  located  in  Overland 
Park,  Kan.  A  judge  ruled  Oct. 
17  that  there  was  "probable 
cause"  for  the  case  to  proceed. 

The  case  is  receiving 
national  attention  because, 
some  observers  say,  it  could 
lead  to  a  new  and  successful 
front  in  pro-lifers'  nationwide 
battle  against  abortion.  Even 
abortion  rights  supporters  say 
the  charges,  if  proven  true, 
could  have  a  dramatic  impact. 

The  letter  was  signed  by  a 
number  of  national  pro-family 
leaders,  including  Barrett  Dute 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  4 
Religious  Liberty  Commission, 
Mathew  Staver  of  Liberty 
Counsel  Wendy  Wnght  of 
Concerned  Women  for 


America,  and  Carrie  Gordon 
Earll  of  Focus  on  the  Family. 

"These  are  subJtantive 
charges  levied  against 
Planned  Parenthood,"  the  let¬ 
ter  reads.  "States  have  passed 
laws  on  late-term  abortions 
because  they  are  detrimental 
to  women  as  well  as  babies. 
Women  are  often  not 
informed  that  late-term  abor¬ 
tions  increase  the  likelihood 
of  severe  blood  loss,  damage 
to  vital  organs,  later  prema¬ 
ture  births  and  loss  of  fertility. 
We  urge  you  to  act  to  ensure 
that  our  tax  dollars  are  not 
subsidizing  abortion  clinics 
that  perform  possibly  illegal 
late-term  abortions." 

The  charges  were  filed  by 
Johnson  County  District 
Attorney  Phill  Kile,  the  for¬ 
mer  Kansas  attorney  general 
who  was  defeated  in  last 
year's  election  —  in  large  part 
because  pro-choice  groups 
heavily  funded  his  opponent. 
But  even  though  he  was  beat¬ 
en,  he  remains  a  thorn  in  the 
side  of  abortion  rights 
groups,  just  as  he  was  as 
attorney  general. 

allmapk 


among  otner  tnings,  tnat  me 
local  Planned  Parenthood: 

•  performed  illegal  late- 
term  abortions. 


•  failed  to  determine  via¬ 
bility  of  fetuses. 

•  falsified  documents  to 
cover  up  illegal  activity. 

Under  Kansas'  abortion 
law,  a  late-term  abortion  on  a 
viable  unborn  baby  can  be 
performed  only  if  two  doctors 
agree  that  the  abortion  is  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  woman's  physi¬ 
cal  or  mental  health, 
ABCNews.com  reported. 

"Planned  Parenthood  oper¬ 
ates  around  860  facilities 
around  the  country,  and  there 
are  approximately  40  states 
with  laws  banning  late  term 
abortions,"  the  letter  from  pro- 
family  groups  reads.  "This 
illegal  conduct  may  be  hap¬ 
pening  all  over  the  country.' 

Columnist  Robert  D. 
Novak  said  the  107-count 
complaint  signals  "a  new 
front  in  the  endless  abortion 
wars." 

"Antiabortion  activists  see 
Kline's  prosecution  as  the 
springboard  for  a  national 
campaign,"  Novak  wrote. 

Tne  charges  have  abortions 
rights  leaders  concerned,  even 
though  they  maintain  the  clin¬ 
ic  is  innocent.  Kansas  is  home 
to  famous  abortion  doctor 
George  Tiller,  who  performs 
late-term  abortions,  often  on 
viable  unborn  babies. 


"(Kline's  complaints]  could 
affect  women  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try,"  National  Organization  for 
Women  President  Kim  Gandy 
told  ABCNews.com  from 
NOW's  Washington  D.C.  office. 


REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 

Medicare  supplements,  major  mted- 
ical,  &  small  group  health  insurance 
plans  available  for  individuals  & 
churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  (662)  231  - 
4487  for  rates  or  visit  www.turnerin- 

suranceonline.com. _ 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 

Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . _ 

STAINED  CLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  lackson, 

(877)  477-1899. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  A  Al  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7, _ 

WANTED:  FULL  TIME  MINISTER 
of  music/media  and  outreach, 
Westminster  Baptist  Church, 
Westminster,  Md.  See  our  Website  at 
www.Westminster-Baptist-Church.org 
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UIK  LPSF  DPSOO  ZF  WKI- 
UZF  S  GSA,  ZU  PB 
DPSOO  VSZA  FPB  LPIOB 
LIKOT,  SAT  OIDB  PZD  ILA 
DIMO? 

GSKC  BZVPF:  FPZKFN-DZJ 
Clue:  K  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week  's 
puzzle:  lohn  Twelve:  Forty-Eight. 


MS  V 


SMALL  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

seeking  bi-vocational  Music  Leader. 
If  interested  please  send  resume  to 
Music  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
363,  Walnut  Grove,  MS  39189. 


SEMEN'S  SIDING,  lACXSON,  CHRISTIAN 

owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 


patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rite  Sebren,  owners. 
BIBLE  BASICS  E-BOOK:  Learn  the 
names  and  order  of  the  books  of  the 

Bible,  www.biblebasics.com. _ 

THE  GOLDEN  KEYS  E-BOOK:  Learn  the 
Books  of  the  Bible  view,  download  and 
print  the  e-book,  www.goldenkeys.com. 
GATLINBURG  CABIN  RETREAT:  2 
bdmv?  baths,  sleeps  6.  Full  kitchen,  view 
smokey  Mt.  from  deck,  $95/nite.  For  info 
email  at  pdiw4760*att.net  or  call  (251) 

689-9981  or  (251)  689-9982; _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  At 

(662)  455-6743. _ 

LIFE  A  HEALTH  INSURANCE  CHEAP1; 
major  medical,  medicare  supple¬ 
ments,  and  EZ  issue  Life,  Call  Tommy 
Miles,  (800)  258-6366  or  go  to 

www.cbeapins4u.com. _ 

CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
seeking  Christian  House  parents  for 
boys  home  located  in  Northwest 
Alabama.  For  more  information, 
please  call  (256)  356-8900  or  (256) 
810-4908. 


1.  Boguc  Chitto  Church,  Pike 
County,  ordained  Jack  Bacot 
and  Frankie  Roberts  as  dea¬ 
cons  Oct.  28.  Shown  are 
Belinda  Roberts,  Roberts, 

Kr  Michael  Gibson, 
and  Rita  Bacot. 

2.  First  Church,  Byhalia, 
ordained  Tony  Caldwell  as 
deacon  Oct.  14.  Shown  are 
Mike  Hamblin,  Kim 
Caldwell,  Caldwell,  and 
pastor  Anthony  Langley. 

3.  Shelton  Church,  Moselle, 

celebrated  its  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  Oct.  14  with  approxi¬ 
mately  350  people  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Shown  are  William 


1.  Deacon  Ordination,  Bogue  Chitto  Church,  Pike  County 


3. 100th  Anniversary,  Shelton  Church,  Moselle 


4.  First  Church,  Lexington, 
ordained  Melon  Garret  to  die 
gospel  ministry  Oct  28.  Eric 
Pratt,  Mississippi  College, 
conducted  die  service.  Shown 
are  Keith  Leech,  Sammy 
Massey,  Garrett  and  Pratt 

5.  Acteens  from  Rocky  Creek 
Church,  Lucedale,  attended 
Blume  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
this  past  summer.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

6.  Bruce  Robinson  was  recent¬ 
ly  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry  at  Salem  Cnurch, 
Scott  County,  with  Larry 
Duncan  presiding. 


Many  women  feel  overwhelmed  when  fac¬ 
ing  an  unplanned  pregnancy.  But  there  are 
safe  places  in  Mississippi  for  these  women  to 
consider  their  options:  Mississippi’s  pregnancy 
resource  centers. 

By  purchasing  a  Choose  Life  tag,  you  will 
be  supporting  pregnancy  resource  centers 
across  Mississippi  in  helping  meet  the  physical, 
emotional  and  medical  needs  of  women. 
Simply  take  your  current  tag  to  your  local 
tag  office  and  order  a  new  Choose  Life  tag 
for  just  $31.  Your  new  tag  will  be  mailed  to 
you.  It’s  that  easy. 

So,  provide  a  “License  to  Live”  through 
your  car  tag  choice. 


5.  Adeem,  Rocky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale 


Choose  Life! 

For  Pregnancy  Help:  1-800-395 -HELP 
chooselifems.org 


Choose  Life  Advisory  Committee,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  12887  •  Jackson,  MS  39136 
Phone:  601-206-5816 


10  New  Hope  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  had  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  recognition  Oct.  28 
for  those  wno  had  perfect 
Sunday  School  attendance 
for  the  past  church  year. 
Shown  are  those  being  rec¬ 
ognized. 

11.  Belden  Church,  Tupelo, 

recently  ordained  Derek 
Long  and  Grant  Collins  as 
deacons.  Shown  are  Christy 
Long,  Long,  pastor  Jim 
Holcomb,  Collins,  and 
Priscilla  Collins. 


10.  Perfect  Attendance,  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth 


1 1 .  Deacon  Ordinations,  Belden  Church,  Tupelo 


12.  Deacon  Ordination,  Crenshaw  Church,  Fhnoia  Assoc. 


12.  Crenshaw  Church,  Panola 
Association,  ordained 
Sonny  Spencer  as  deacon 
Oct.  7.  Shown,  from  left,  are 
pastor  Justin  McLendon, 
Spencer,  B.P.  Gates,  Franklin 
Rayburn,  Gyde  Sellers,  and 
AMD  Courtney  Selvy. 

13.  Heritage  Heights  Church, 
Laurel,  burned  the  note  on 
its  building  debt  Sept.  23, 
retiring  the  loan  nine  years 
ahead  of  schedule.  Shown 
are  Steven  O'Neal,  Roger 
Wade,  Dale  Bowling,  Joyce 
Regan,  Rip  Regan,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Ken  Regan. 

14.  Sand  Hill  Church  of 
Hesterville,  West,  ordained 
f.W.  (Buddy)  Ramage, 
Jeremy  Burrell,  Mite 
Howard,  and  Rodney 
Vance  as  deacons.  Shown, 
first  photo,  are  Jean 
Ramage,  Ramage,  Brittany 
Burrell,  Burrell,  and  pastor 
Ralph  Hunt;  second  photo, 
Howard,  Jeannie  Howard, 
Donna  Vance,  Vance,  and 
AMD  Bobby  Waggoner. 

15.  Lin  wood  Church,  Union, 
recently  ordained  William 
Weir  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
pastor  Mike  Skinner,  Weir, 
Alex  Weir,  Stacie  Weir,  and 
Matt  Weir. 

16.  Cliff  Temple  Church, 
Natchez,  met  its  $1200 
Margaret  Lackey  State 
Missions  goal.  Shown  is 
pastor  Russell  Wagoner 
wearing  the  "missionsnat." 


17.  New  Hope  Church,  Sum¬ 
mit,  will  host  Shallow  Creek 
in  concert  Nov.  10, 6  p.m. 

18.  Oak  Grove  Church, 
Meridian,  is  hosting  a  fall 
festival  Nov.  10,  4-6  p.m. 

19.  First  Church,  Rolling  Fork, 

will  host  a  harvest  su 


14.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Sand  Hill  Church,  Hesterville 


Sum- 


13.  Noteburning,  Heritage  Heights  Church,  Laurel 


Providentials  Quartet,  6 
p.m.  Call  (662)  873-2862  for 
information. 

Femwood  Church, 

Gulfport  is  hosting  its 
Thanksgiving /Christmas 
banauet  Nov.  10,  6  p.m.;  a 
children's  movie  evening 
Nov.  16,  6  p.m.;  internation¬ 
al  missions  week,  Dec.  2-9; 
and  the  annual  Christmas 
musical  Dec.  16,  6  p.m. 


14.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Sand  Hid  Church,  Hesterville 


15.  Deacon  Ordination,  Linwood  Church,  Union 


16.  Missions  goal  exceeded,  Cliff  Temple  Church,  Natchez 


!  First  C  hurch  Itta  Bena,  Ken 

Smith  us  pastor  He  has  pustoied  ,  hun  hes  I  '  Jvj  ' t; 

in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  A  HW  |g||! 

Greenwood  native  he  received  a  degree  WL  '/  i  ’  <  %  i  j  ’  1  ,  f  ^  -%0^W- 

from  Delta  State  L’niversit\  attended  HI.  1R  ’  f  L 

Southwestern  Seminarv.  and  is  pursuing  a  Xi.  I  .  >  o'J^V 

Master  of  Divinity  from  New  Orleans  H  1  -  LA  i  i 

Seminarv  He  comes  with  hn  wife  Susie  ^B^  Aj]  ,  MV  .  ,.  ^Mk/M II  ,  ff§l 

and  daughter  Morgan  ^H^_‘1R| 

2.  James  E.  Griffith,  pastor,  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  i  Smith  !  m  W? 

Neshoba  County,  has  retired  after  _  l  .  J||lp 

60  years  of  preaching.  Shown  are  S 

Clara  Nazary  Griffith  and  Griffith  WHB 

3.  Central  Church,  Byram,  has  called  *  .  ,  —  /  A 

Arthur  L.  Land  as  pastor.  Land  j  k  L* ' 

comes  with  his  wife,  Anne  from  ■  *  W  .  /^V.  r‘  'l'  .<  ' 

Delta  Church,  Yazoo  City,  and  is  jL  _■  Jjj^W  y  ^B  ,  Jr 

also  employed  by  Chancellor  A  ^B  -— ». — - — 

fTo^L.  TheLwids^have  thre  ^  U  B  2.  CHflhh  r*tlr«,  Mt  Corn*  Church,  Nabob*  Count, 

sons.  The  church  will  officially  wel- 

come  the  Lands  Nov.  11  with  a  lun-  o  .  _  .- 

cheon  after  Sundav  School  (S:S0  lire  '  JKw  —  .  .  .  -  *  ®C^-  ^7SB>  T  •; 

a  m  )  and  worship  (ll  a. m  ).  <if% jjKjp  »  fe  -J*"  ? '  ’ * '-jv* » 

4  First  Church,  Richland,  has  called  3.  Land  and  wife  C  >  V'  * 

Tim  Tolleson  as  minister  of  educa-  RB  *  # 

tion  Tolleson  and  his  wife  Shelia  come  from  I  3  ^  **“  Vfl 

First  Church,  Picayune  \  ^RlVmm  W^r 

^^^R  vEl  m kRUHk 

5.  Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen,  has  called  Bt  - -R  i  Wrj 

Mark  Thornton  as  pastor.  Thornton  is  a  RR^ '  I  ^^Ra  V  JRk  |ul 

native  of  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.,  and  he  and  RA  1*1  ~  m  ‘  RBUpl 

his  wife  Rachel  have  seven  children  and  BR^^^R^  %  f  Vjg^r^^B  j 

two  grandchildren.  He  holds  degrees  from  I  i^jR  [A  fl^Rg lT 

the  University  of  North  Alabama  and  New  yR^gR  v't\.  ’^i  I 

Orleans  Seminary.  He  has  pastured  church-  I  R^^^^^B  B  W  ^  \y^  ^L"  ^  f 

es  in  Louisiana,  New  York,  and  Alabama. 

He  is  a  Lt.  Colonel  in  the  National  Guard  4.  Tolleson  LRRR|toj|^S^MR|H|^H^fl||^^L  ^RR 
and  is  Brigade  Chaplain  of  the  31st 

Chemical  Brigade  in  North  port,  Ala.  _  _  _  _  ^  ^  y 

6.  Faith  Church,  Ovett,  has  called  James  Balliet  as  pastor.  He  is  *•  "OnKnUHi  Family 

the  former  pastor  of  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel.  - - - 

7.  Poplar  Crack  Nations  Church,  Kilmicheal,  has  called  Ben  8.  Ludlow  Church,  Ludlow,  has  called  Gary  Lawson  as  pastor 

Hill  as  pastor.  He  comes  with  his  wife  Myra  and  children  effective  Sept.  9.  He  comes  from  Oak  Grove  Church,  Simpson 
Savannah,  Ben,  Alex,  and  Justin.  County,  with  his  wife  Audie  and  daughter  Shelby. 


Faith  Church,  Silver  Creek: 
25th  anniversary  and  home- 
coming,  Nov.  11;  worship,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  noon  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon  and  after¬ 
noon  services  and  celebration, 
1:30p.m.;  Ronald  Ballard,  pas¬ 
tor;  Sue  Ballard,  music. 


East  Columbia  Church, 
Columbia:  Revival,  Nov. 
11-14;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p  m.; 
Curtis  Roland,  speaker;  Brad 
Day,  music. 

Horseshoe  Church,  Tchula: 
Homecoming,  Nov.  11;  wor¬ 
ship  and  praise,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch;  Sean  Tutor, 
speaker. 

Crossroads  Church, 
Petal:  Revival,  Nov.  11-14; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
fellowship  and  meal;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Jerry  Purvis,  speak¬ 
er;  Libby  Purvis,  music; 
Jimmie  Windham,  pastor. 


C  t  )i  i  u ,i  ^  Simiwio  Ni  w 


1.  William  Carey  University's 
Jeremy  Holder  and  Kristin 
Bladdedge  have  been  select¬ 
ed  pre-season  All-Gulf 
Coast  Athletic  Conference 
as  voted  on  by  league  coach¬ 
es.  Holder,  a  senior  forward 
from  Lumberton  averaged 
13.5  points  per  game  ancf/.l 
rebounds  per  game  last  sea¬ 
son  as  ne  helped  the 
Crusaders  to  19-11  record. 
Holder  was  selected  AU- 
GCAC  at  the  conclusion  of 
last  season.  Blackledse,  a 
junior  forward  rrom 
Sandersville  averaged  9.5 
points  per  game  and  5.3 
rebounds  per  game  last  sea¬ 
son  for  he  Lady  Crusaders. 
This  is  he  second  straight 
season  Blackledge  has  been 
selected  pre-season  All- 
GCAC.  Blackledge  earned 
All-GCAC  honors  at  he 
conclusion  of  last  season. 
Blackledge  was  also  select¬ 
ed  as  GCAC  Freshman  of 
he  Year  following  he 
2005-06 


2.  Ten  members  of  the  William 
Carey  University  men's  and 
women's  soccer  teams  have 
been  selected  to  he  2007  All- 


Gulf  Coast  Athletic 
Conference  teams  as  voted 
by  league  coaches. 


on 


Players  include  Valerie  Split- 
Log,  Shannon  Steffen,  Aimi 
Beresford,  Danielle 

Prindotta,  Norma 

Velasquez,  Whitney  Stewart, 
Rob  Rogers,  Carl  Reynolds, 
Chris  Schaefer,  and  Jared 
Wooley.  Lady  Crusaders 
coach  Dannv  Owens  was 
selected  Coach  of  the  Year  of 
the  2007  All-Gulf  Coast 
Athletic  Conference. 


3.  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 
will  inaugurate  he  Bobby 
L.  and  Janis  Eklund  Chair 
of  Stewardship  during  its 
chapel  service,  Nov.  7.  It  is 
the  first  chair  of  steward¬ 
ship  in  a  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary,  and  Scott 
Preissler,  professor  of 
stewardship,  will  be 
installed  into  it. 


4.  Five  William  Carey 
University  nursing  stu¬ 
dents  received  $6000  RN 
Teaching  Stipends  from 
the  Mississippi  Nursing 
Educators  Foundation'^ 


4.  MWC  Reunion,  WCU 


"Nurses  Touch  Lives"  car  5.  Mary  Jean  Padgett,  dean  of  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 

tag  program.  The  students  Mississippi  College's  of  William  Carey 

were  among  5,498  nurses  School  of  Nursing,  was  University.  Current  alum- 

who  paid  $31  extra  for  awarded  Mississippi's  2007  ni  director  Ginger  Toledo 

heir  car  tags.  Nurses  Dean  of  he  Year  by  the  (second  row  standing  left), 

receiving  stipends  from  Mississippi  Association  of  retired  alumni  director 

Carey  are  Mary  Hays  and  Student  Nurses  Oct.  19.  Donna  Wheeler  (first  row 

Kelly  Williamson  of  seated  right),  and  Tommy 

Hattiesburg,  Jill  Olsen  of  6.  Mississippi  Woman's  King,  president  of  WCU 

Gautier,  Sandra  Thomas  of  College  graduates  and  (back  row  standing  third 

Chunky,  and  Andrea  spouses  attended  he  from  right)  welcomed  he 

Walker  of  Gulfport.  recent  MWC  Reunion  held  individuals  to  the  campus. 


21.  Missions  Banquet,  Mississippi  Association 


New  porch  built,  Iglesia  Nueva  Vida  a  Esperanza,  Sunflower 
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23.  Turner  honored,  Sunflower  Church,  Sunflower 


24.  Ladies  promote  missions,  Branch  Church,  Morton 


21.  Mississippi  Association 
held  a  missions  banquet  at 
Liberty  Church  recently. 


survivor  of  the  terrorist 
attack  in  Mosul,  Iraq,  Mar. 
15,  2004,  in  which  her  hus¬ 
band  and  three  other 
Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  were  lulled.  Shown 
are  AMD  Alton  Foster, 


McDonnall. 

22.  Members  of  Iglesia  Nueva 
Vida  a  Esperanza, 
Sunflower,  are  shown  on 
the  new  entrance  porch  of 
their  church.  The  porch 
was  built  and  other  repairs 
made  by  Thompson 
Church,  Smithdale. 

23.  Sunflower  Church,  Sun¬ 
flower  honored  Gerald 
"Brer"  Turner  on  his  88th 
birthday  as  the  church's 
oldest  deacon.  Shown  are 
Turner,  his  wife,  and  five 
children.  Turner  died 
Oct.  12. 

24.  The  ladies  of  Branch 
Church,  Morton,  promoted 

te 

Missions  Offering  by  wear¬ 
ing  their  hats  decorated  with 
offering  envelops.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  ladies. 

25.  DeSoto  Church,  DeSoto, 

ordained  Keith  Robinson 
as  deacon  Sept.  30.  Shown 
are  pastor  Keith 
Tankersley,  Brooke 

Robinson,  Robinson,  Jodie 
Robinson,  Paula  Robinson, 
and  AMD  Grady  Crowell. 

26.  Hispanics  held  their  first- 

ever  festival  Oct.  13  at  the 
Hispanic  Christian 

Center,  Temple  Church, 
Grenada.  The  event 
included  food,  games, 
and  train  rides.  Shown  are 
nurses  giving  flu  shots  to 
all  who  wanted  them. 


27.  Baxterville  Church, 

Lumberton,  ordained  Lariy 
Hale  as  deacon  Oct.  2i. 
Shown  Ls  pastor  Raymond 
Parkia  Hale,  and  Mike  Dear. 

28.  Harlands  Creek  Church, 
Holmes  County,  presented 
pastor  Roger  Richardson 
with  a  Matthews  hunting 
bow  for  pastor  apprecia¬ 
tion  day  and  17  years  of 
service.  Shown  are 
Richardson  and  Jimmy 
Thomas. 

29.  Goss  Church,  Columbia,  is 
hosting  The  Blessing  of  the 
Hunt  Nov.  15,  6  p.m.,  with 
Gary  Miller,  author  and  out- 
doorsman,  speaker.  Door 
prizes,  including  a  Chuck 
Wagon  utility  vehicle,  will 
be  given  away.  Other  ven¬ 
dors  and  exhibits.  Free. 

30.  Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  celebrate 
100  years  of  ministry  Nov. 
18  during  morning  services 


25.  Deacon  Ordinations,  DeSoto  Church,  DeSoto 


26.  Hispanic  festival,  Temple  Church,  Grenada 


27.  Deacon  Ordination,  Baxterville  Church,  Lumberton 
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28.  festor  Appreciation,  Harlands  Creek  Church,  Holmes  Co. 


at  both  the  east  and  west 
campuses.  At  Temple's  East 
Campus,  the  church  will 
celebrate  with  a 
Homecoming  Celebration 
during  the  10:30  morning 
worship,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds.  At  the 


West  Campus,  located  at 
5220  Old  Highway  11,  Oak 
Grove,  Temple  will  have 
an  Anniversary 

Celebration  during  10:30 
morning  worship,  and  an 
all-church  fellowship  fol¬ 
lowing  the  6  p.m.  worship. 


« 


Tsunami  effort  opens  doors  once  closed  to  Gospel 


math  of  the  2004  tsunami  will  be  glad  to  of  the  world.  Towns  have 
know  they  have  helped  many  people  not  been  adopted  and  lone- 
only  rebuild  their  communities  but  also  term  relationships  devel- 
fina  meaningful  lives,  a  development  oped  that  continue  to  make 
worker  in  the  region  reports.  a  difference.  Volunteers 

More  than  250,000  people  died  when  continue  to  come." 
a  tsunami  struck  southern  Asia  in  The  community  develop- 
December  2004.  Southern  Baptists  ment  team  now  is  working 
responded  rapidly,  sending  volunteer  in  13  villages  in  that  county, 
teams  and  donating  more  than  $17  mil-  Jones  said.  An  extension 
lion  to  help  the  survivors.  center  opened  by  die  team 

As  a  direct  result,  survivors  have  gives  local  people  an  oppor- 
found  comfort,  homes  have  been  tunity  to  meet  international 
rebuilt,  new  businesses  have  been  volunteers  who  can  train 
launched,  and  people  have  been  trained  them  in  a  wide  range  of 
in  the  skills  that  will  help  them  improve  techniques  that  will  greatly 
their  families'  lives  for  generations.  improve  their  quality  of  life. 

David  Jones  (name  changed  for  secu-  ’'The  communities  are 


HELPING  HAND  —  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  assist  a  unidentified  tsunami  victim  in  her  home.  The 
lick  response  to  the  2004  tsunami  identified  Southern  Baptists  as  people  who  care  and  opened  the 
or  for  many  people  to  not  only  rebuild  their  communities  but  also  find  meaningful  lives.  (BP  photo) 


U.N.  racism  conference  panned 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  United  Naze*  however  also  testified  to  the  lack 
Nations'  second  World  Conference  on  of  public  discourse  in  Saudi  Arabia  among 
Racism  will  be  focused  on  the  fear  of  Islam,  those  who  are  not  of  the  dominant  interpre- 
or  "Islamophobia,"  and  religious  freedom  tation  of  Islam. 

experts  are  concerned  it  is  simply  an  effort  to  "Islam  is  the  prism  through  which  every- 

sidetrack  interest  in  the  lade  ot  tolerance  and  thing  is  filtered  in  Saudi  Arabia,”  Nazer 
freedom  inside  Islamic  and  Arab  countries.  said.  The  mixture  of  religious  doctrine  with 
"The  world  of  human  rights  has  devel-  governmental  establishments  creates 
oped  a  weapon.  It's  one  hat  inverts  victim  extreme  limitations  for  religious  minorities, 
and  perpetrator.  It's  one  hat  is  designed  to  which  include  non-Muslims,  as  well  as 
deflect  attention  from  human  rights  abuses  Muslims  who  interpret  the  Koran  different- 
by  those  who  violate  human  rights,"  said  ly  than  he  Wahhabi  sect. 

Ann  Bayefsky,  a  panelist  at  a  Hudson  The  panel's  concern  was  that  laws 
Institute  conference  Oct.  30.  against  Islamophobia  would  be  used  to  put 

The  panel  convened  in  Washington  to  up  a  "theological  iron  curtain,”  preventing 
discuss  Islamophobia,  a  term  which  is  human  rights  organizations  from  advanc- 
actively  opposed  by  members  of  the  ing  basic  freedoms  in  Islamic  states. 
Organization  of  he  Islamic  Conference  Proposed  bans  against  Islamophobia  are 
(OlC),  a  group  inside  tire  U.N.  tantamount  to  blasphemy  strictures  that 

"Tneres  nothing  wrong  with  condemn-  have  been  used  to  curtail  freedoms  of 
ing  Islamophobia,"  Bayefsky  said.  "The  expression,  press  and  religion  by  some  of 
problem  is  that  it  has  beat  manipulated  as  a  tire  OICs  most  repressive  member  states," 

said  Nina  Shea,  who  introduced  tire  panel. 

Shea  is  a  both  a  senior  fellow  at 
Hudson  and  a  member  of  he  U.S. 
Commission  on  International  Religious 
Freedom  (USCIRF).  The  commission,  of 
which  Southern  Baptist  Richard  Land  is  a 
vice  chair,  reports  to  he  State 


kind  of  mass  movement  on  tire  part  of  west¬ 
ern  governments  and  non-Muslims  to 
denounce  all  of  Islam,  which  is  not  tire  case." 

Panelists  contended  tire  OIC  has  used  tire 
concept  to  "hijack"  human  rights  issues. 
The  discussion  was  a  response  to  a 


egregious  violations 


